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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 
Office of the State Sdperintendekt op Eddcation' 
Jackson, May 5, 1871. 

To the HonoTable Legislature of the ^tate of Missigaippi: 

Gentlemen: — I have the honor, in compliance with House 
Eesolution, passed May 1st, 1871, to submit to your honorable 
body, the following report: 

In presenting this report to your honorable body, I desire, 
as prefatory, to call your attention to the fact that I amjiinable 
to furnish you with an extended report, so far as the resultant 
operations of the system of Public Education, inaugurated at 
your last session, are concerned. i^ 

It has been a question with me whether, under the circum- 
stances, the law required a report from this Department for 
the year 1870. 

The other State Departments were in force at the beginning 
of the year, and simply passed from the Military Government, 
then existing, to the Civil Government, inaugurated under the 
present Constitution. 'The Department of Education was 
created under the new Constitution, and the laws providing 
for its organization, entitled "An Act to regulate the supervis- 
ion, organization, and maintenance of a uniform system of 
Public Education," together with the supplemeta! acts thereto, 
were among the closing acts of legislation for the session of 
1870; and, consequently, were In force and effect only about 
five months of the year. 

;The law evidently contemplates an annual report, embracing 
the operations of the Department for the fiscal school year, 
covering a period of twelve months. In tliis opinion I was 
sustained by the Attorney General. 
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By taking into consideration the magnitndc of the work' oif 
oi;ga&izing a new and untried system in sixty-seven counties of 
the State, it will most readily appear that it was utterly impos- 
sible to accomplish more than the preliminaries of organization 
in the short period of five months. 

Iq order to secure the earliest possible organization of the 
system in the several counties of the State, I issued the fol- 
lowing circulars of instructions and recommendations: 

Office State Superintendent op PtrBLic Educatiok, 
Jackson, Miss., Nov. Ist, 1870. 

[ClRCCLAB.] 

In view of the imiKHtance of immediate action on the part 
of County Superintendents of Education, Boards of School 
Directors, and other County officers entrusted with the execu- 
tion of the School Laws, the following general instructions 
and recommendations are published for their guidance ; which, 
if carried out, will secure an early organization and uniform 
operation of the Public School system: 

County Superintendents will proceed, without delay, to 
organize the Board of School Directors in their respective 
Counties, as provided in sections 23 and 24 of School Law, 

The customary rules aud usages for the transaction of busi- 
ness adopted by similar bodies, are recommended. 

One of the first duties to be performed by the Board of 
School Directors, is the dividing of the County into sub-dis- 
tricts.— [See section 28.] 

It is recommended that the township of the United States 
survey be made the unit for districting. The utility of this 
will appear, in that it will enable the Boardof School Directors 
and Supervisors to carry out the provisions of sections 32, 33, 
34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40, thus avoiding the compiieations 
that would necessarily follow any other arrangement of the 
sub-districts. 

In sparsely populated districts, two or more townships, or 
fractional parts of townships, may be included in one sub-dis- 
trict. The Board of School Directors, after establishing the 
several sub-districts of the County, will enumerate the scholas- 
tic population of each sub-district, and proceed at once to 
establish school sites. 



In locating these sites, it should be done with a view to con- 
venience — taking into consideration the topographical and 
populative condition of the district. 

It is recommended that, in order to open the Schools at once 
in those dietricts where there are no School facilities, buildings 
be rented, or temporary structures erected. 

It is further recommended, as no appropriation will be made 
from the State School Fund until after the firat of June, 1871, 
that the Boards of School Directors, in those Conntiee which 
have noavailable school funds, as provided in section 32, proceed 
at once to make an estimate of the necessary funds required in 
each sub-district, for building and rental purposes, teachers' 
salaries, and the contingent expenses, .as set forth in section 
31 ; and report the same to the Board of Supervisors, whose 
duty it is to levy a tax upon the property of each established 
sub-district, sufficient to defray estimated expenses. The mode 
of proceeding is set forth in section 32. 

The attention of County Superintendents is called to the 
requirements of section 21. 

It is expected of them that they will spare no pains in mak- 
ing a thorough investigation of the condition of the School 
lands and funds belonging to their respective districts. 

County Superintendents will scrutinize thoroughly the moral 
and educational qualifications of all applicants for certificates 
to teach. 

Teachers' certificates will consist of three grades, based 
upon practical knowledge of the science and art of teaching, 
and the scholastic attainments of the teacher. The require- 
ments for a certificate of third grade are: First — evidence of " 
good moral character. Second— to be able to pass a thorough 
examination in Orthography, Heading, Writing, Rudiments of 
Arithmetic, embracing Notation, Numeration, Addition, Sub- 
traction, Multiplication, and Division ; also the Rudiments of 
■ Geography. 

For a certificate of the Second Grade, in addition to the 
requirement of the Third Grade, the applicants must be able to 
pass a thorough examination in Mental and Written Arithmetic, 
Geography, Rudiments of English Grammar, American History, 
and possess a general knowledge of the Theory and Practice of 
Teaching. 
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For a certificate of the First Grade, the teacher will be re- 
quired, in addition to the preceding Grade8,'a thorough examina- 
tion in Higher Arithmetic, Algebra, embracing quadratic equa- 
tions, the first three books of Legendre, Physical Geography, 
Natural Philosophy, Eudiments of Chemistry, Botany, Astron- 
omy, and Ancient History, and must possess a general knowl- 
edge of the Constitution of this State and the United States; 
also, an experience of at least one year in teaching. It is 
recommended that the examination of teachers be conducted 
publicly, at least before the Board of School Directors. Such 
examination may be written, oral, or both, as the Superintend- 
ent may determine. 

The Public Schools of the County will be graded and desig- 
nated as Primary, Grammar, and High Schools. 

The Primary and Grammar Schools will contain four Grades 
— designated as First and Second Primary, and First and Sec- 
ond Grammar. 

In the rural districts, with a sparse [Ktpulation, the Primary 
and Grammar Schools may be united, at the discretion of the 
County Superintendent, 

In the Primary Schools there will be taught the Bndiments 
of Orthography, Reading, Penmanship, Arithmetic, and Geog- 
raphy. 

In the Second Grade Grammar Schools, there will bo taught 
Orthography, Beading, Pcnmanahip, Mental and Written Arith- 
metic, Geography, and the Rudiments of English Grammar and 
American History, and, where practicable. Vocal Music and 
Drawing. 

In, First Grade Grammar Schools, there will be tanght higher 
Arithmetic, Algebra, Legendre, Map Drawing, Physical Geog- 
raphy, Physiology, Natural Philosophy, Rudiments of Chemis- 
try, Botany, Astronomy, Ancient History, Vocal Music and 
Drawing. 

In the High Schools, there will be taught, in addition to the 
requirements of First Grade Grammar, all those branches 
essential in prepairing students for n collegiate or university 
course. 

Teachers will be employed to conduct this grade of schools 
whose scientific and literary attainments render them com- 
petent 



Teachers holding certificates of the Third Grade, will be 
employed in schools of the Primary Grade only, and for a 
period of not longer than four months. Teachers holding cer- 
tificates of the Second Grade, will he employed in the Second 
Grade Grammar Schools, and for a period of one year. Teach- 
ers holding certificates of the First Grade, will be employed to 
teach in the First Grade Grammar Schools, and for a period of 
one year. 

Any teacher holding a certificate of the First or Second 
Grade, may be employed to teach a school of a lower grade 
than that which is designated for such grade of certificate. 

I would recommend to the Boards of School Directors, whose 
duty it is to determine the salarj- of teachers, that the salary be 
made to correspond with the grade of certificate, and that no 
distinction be made between male and female teachers. ^ 

Teachers holding certificates of the Third Grade, should 
receive a monthly salary of fifty dollars. 

Teachers holding certificates of the Second Grade, should 
receive a monthly salary of seventy-five dollars. 

Teachers holding certificates of the First Grade, a monthly 
salry of not less than one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Boards of School Directors should, however, in determining 
the salaries of teachers, take into consideration the necessary 
cost of living. 

The following forms for Teacher's Certificates, issued upon 
examination by the County Superintendent, and contracts 
between teachers and Boards of School Directors, are pre- 
scribed : 

FORM FOR TEACHER'S CERTIFICATE. 

Officb CocHir Sdpekimtendknt of Public Eddcation, ) 
County of State of Mississippi, j 

No 

I, County Superintendent of Education of 

the County of , State of Mississippi, do hereby 

certify that I have this day examined the bearer, 

...., in (here insert the branches required for the grade of 
certificate,) as required by law, and find (him or her) compe- 
tent to teach the same, and being satisfied that (he or" she) 
possesses a good moral character, and the requisite knowledge 
of the theory and practice of teaching, I hereby grant a cer- 



tiflcate of the grade, and authorize (him or her) to 

teach in the Public Schools of this county. 

Thie certificate to be in force for a period of (months or 
years) unless sooner revoked. 

[seal] Given under my hand at this day of 

,187..., 



County Superintendent of Public Education. 
Teachers will make and forward to the County Superinten- 
dent, a consolidated Monthly Report, for which Form B, page 8, 
is prescribed. 

FORM OF CONTRACT. 

This Memorandum of Agreement, made the day of 

187 , . between , Teacher, on 

the one part, holding a certificate of qualifications from 

County Superintendent of Public Education, and Board of 
School Directors of the county of , State of Mis- 
sissippi, on the other part: 

WITNESSETH, That said , teacher, agrees to teach 

the Free Public School, in Sub-District No , for the 

county of , commencing on the day of 

, 187 . . , for the term of months, and well and 

faithfully perform the duties of teacher in said school, accord- 
ing to law and rules legally established for the government 
thereof. 

lu consideration of said sen'ices, the said Board of School 
Directors on behalf of the county aforesaid agree to pay the 

said teacher, a salary of dollars for 

school month, and to tierform all the duties required by law, as 
such Board of Scool Directors, 

.'. Teacher. 

) President Board of School Directors. 

f Secretary Board of School Directors. 

The above contract should be executed in duplicate, one to 
be held by the teacher, and the other filed in the office of the 
County Superintedent ; also, a record iu liricf should be 
entered in the Record of Proceedings of the Board of School 
Directors. 

Four weeks of five days each, will constitute a school 
month. 



The County Superintendent may revoke a teacher's certifi- 
cate for negligence of duty or immoral conduct- 

Charges or complaints preferred against a teacher will not be 
entertained b y. the . County Superintendent, unless such chaises 
or complaints^|krsubmitted to him in writing, and subscribed 
by at least two witnesses; whereupon the County Superinten- 
dent will institute a thorough and impartial investigation of 
the alleged complaint. 

The following form for revocation of a teacher's certificate is 
prescribed : 

Offich Coonty Supekintendent Public £ddgation,| 
County of , State of Mississippi. \ 

Whereas, The undersigned did, on the day of 

187, ., execute and deliver to 

teacher, a certificate of grade, authorizing (him or 

her) to teach in the public schools of this county; and 

Whereas, Upon due investigation, it has been made to 

appear, that the said , in consequence of (here 

insert the offence — gross immorality for example), is unworthy 
longer to retain the same : 

Now, therefore, by virtue of the authority in me vested, the 
said certificate is hereby revoked. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my 
name, this day of , 187 . . . 



County Superintendent of Pnblic Education. 

The above revocation should be executed iu duplicate, and 
the Teacher furnished with a copy as soon thereafter as pi-ac- 
ticable. 

I would recommend that the Principal Teachers be held 
sponsible for the presenation and safe-keeping of all public 
school property connected with their respective schools; neces- 
sary loss arising from use and casualties beyond their control, 
excepted. 

Teachers will kee|> a daily register of attendance. Form A, 
page 7, is prescribed. Teachers will prepare this form by 
ruling on foolscap paper, to be used temporarily, until jirinted 
registers of the prescribed form can be furnished from this 
oflSce. 

A compilation of the School Laws, with instractions com- 
plete annexed, together with the necessary forms and books to 
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be used by county ofBcers for conducting all pi'oceedings under 
the school code, are being prepared, and will be furnished as 
soon 08 completed; in the meantime, the instructions con- 
tained in this circular will enable school jofli^rs to effect an 
organization of the school system. '^^ 

H. R. PEASE, 
State Superintendent of Public Education. 

Office State Sdfebintendent of Public Education, 

Jackson, Mississippi, Nov. 6tfa, 1870. 

[CmCULAB.] 

In order to secure, aa far as possible, a uniform operation 
throughout the State of the Public School System now in pro- 
cess of organization, the importance of which I am fully satis- 
fied, after a most thorough examination of the history of the 
different State and National systems of popular education, in 
this country and Europe; and from a critical investigation of 
the practical workings of those most successful, I find that 
uniformity in the use of the text-books forms an essential 
element of their success. 

I therefore recommend to County Superintendents, and 
Boards of School Directors, the adoption of the following 
schedule of text-books, to be used in the several grades of 
Schools throughout the State: 

READERS AND SPELLERS. 

Primer — School and Family Series By Willson 

First Reader — School and Family Series " 

Second Reader — School and Family Series " 

Third Reader — School and Family Series " 

Fourtb Reader — Intermediate Series " 

Fifth Reader — Intermediate Series " 

Fifth Reader — School and Family Series " 

Primary and Larger Speller — School and Family Scries 

By Wilson 
Beading Charts " " 

PENMANSHIP. 

Common School No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Spenuerian System. 

Business Series No. 6 and 7. 

Ladies' Series No. 8 and 9. 

Exercise Scries No. 10, 11, and 12. 
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MATHEMATICS. 

Progeseive Tabic Book By Eobinson 

Progessive Primary Arithmetic . " " 

Progesaivc Intellectual Arithmetic " " 

Progressive Mental and Written Arithmetic. ..." " 

Rudiments of Written Arithmetic " " 

Progressive Practical Arithmetic , . " " 

Progressive Higher Arithmetic " " ■ 

New Elementary Algebra " " 

Legendrc By Daviea 

GEOGRAPHIES. 

First Lessons ia Geography . . ; By Monteith 

Introduction to Monteith's Manual " " 

Manual of Geography " " 

Intermediate Geography " " 

Physical Geography By Cornell 

Common School Geography By Guyot 

Wall Maps By Guyot 

GRAMMARS. 

Elementary By Harvey 

Practical By Harvey 

Composition and Rhetoric By Kerl 

HISTORIES. 

Grammar School, United States By Anderson 

General History " " 

History of England " " 



PHYSIOLOGY, 
S 

■y 

Highei 



Primary By Jarvis 



BOTAKY. 

Lessons in Botany By Gray 

PHILOSOPHY. 
Natural Philosophy By Wells 
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ASTRONOMY. 

New Elementary Astronomy By Kiddle 

CHEMISTRY. 

Chemistry for Beginners By Flielpa 

DRAWING. 

Map Drawing By Ripley 

Drawing, 12 numbers, new series By Btu^holomew 

MUSIC. 

School Vocalist By Curtis 

DICTIONARY AND GAZETTEER. 

Unabridged Dictionary By Webster 

Pronouncing Gazetteer By Lippincott 

SCHOOL APPAEAtUS. 

Magnetic Globes By Perce 

American Primary School Slates. 

The above list of school books has been selected with refer- 
ence to quality, price, and intrinsic merits as text-books. 

From my knowledge of text-books, derived from a thorough 
examination of the various books published, and by a prac- 
tical experience of ten years in the class room, they arc, in my 
opinion, incomparably superior to any Otller text-booka pub- 
lished, in point of topical and serial arrangement. 

I would respectfully urge their adoption at the outset, and ■ 
thereby lay the foundation of a uniform, economical, and suc- 
cessful operation of our school system. 

The law authorizes the County Boards of Sehool Directors 
to furnish books for the various schools of their respective 
counties; I therefore recommend that in making the esti- 
mates required in 'section 31 of the School Law, you esti- 
mate the number of text-books necessary to supply the schools 
for one year. 

For the Primary Schools, the following series are recom- 



Willson's Primary Charts, Primer, First and Second Readers. 
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and Primary Speller; Primary Table Book, Progressive, 
Primary, Progreasive Intellectual, and Radiments of Written 
Arithmetic ; First Lessons in Geography, Introduction to Man- 
ual, and Manual of Geography ; and American Primary 
School Slates. 

FOR THE SECOND GRAMMAR GRADE. 

Third and Fourth Readers ; Large Speller ; First Lessons 
in Mental and Written, and Progressive Practical Arithmetics; 
Intermediate Geography, Wall Maps, and ^Magnetic 'Globes ; 
Elementary and Practical Grammai', Primary Physiology, 
Grammar School History, and Bartholomew's Drawing. 
FOR THE FIRST GRAMMAR GRADE. 

Fifth Readers — Intermediate, and School and Family Series, 
Progressive Higher Arithmetic, Algebra and Legendre; Guy- 
ot's Common School, and Cornell's Physical Geography, Wall 
Maps, and Globes ; Ripley's Map Drawing, Higher Physiology, 
Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Botan)'i Elementary Astrono- 
my; Harvey's Practical Grammar, and Kerl's Composition, 
Rhetoric, General History, and History of England. 

I would further recommend that Webster's Unabridged Dic- 
tionary, and Lippincott's Pronouncing Gazetteer bs fnrnished 
all schools permanently established. 

County Superintendents will report, without delay, to this 
oflfice the action of their respective Boards in the adoption of 
text books. 

H. E. PEASE, 
State Superintendent of Public Education. 

Several weeks subsequent to the issuance of this circnlar, the 
Attorney General and Secretary of State, ex-officlo members 
of the State Board of Education, saw proper, in their wis- 
dom, to interpose certain objections to the circular. The prin- 
cipal of which was, that the recommendations were predjudi- 
cial to the free and independent action of the County Boards 
of Directors contemplated in the law. Whereupon I issued 
the following circular : 

Office Supebintkndent Public Education, 
Jackson, Mississippi, Nov. 30th, 1870. 

[ClRCULAE.] 

Lest there should be any misapprehension as to the intent 
of my circular issued on the 5th inst, recommending a certain 
■ schedule of text-books, 
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SuperinteiideDts and other Scbool Officers, that it was issued 
at my own instance, with a view to secure, as far as practica- 
ble, a general uniformity of text-books, to be used in the Pub- 
lic Schools of the State; the reasons for which were fully 
stated. 

I will add, however, that all the principal publishing houses 
of the United States are represented in the books recom- 
mended, thus avoiding any monopoly. 

The circular was not intended to be in aoywise mandatory, 
but simply advisory. 

The law provides that the County Boards of School Directors 
shall prescribe the text-books to be used in the schools of their 
respective counties. 

Boards of Directors are, therefore, free to adopt or reject my 
recommendation s . 

H. K. PEASE. 

Superintendent of Public Educati&n^ State qf Mistiasippi. 

About the first of December I prepared and issued a tabu- 
lated fonn for County Superintendents reports, requiring tbo 
following statistical information : 

GENERAL STATISTICS. 

No. of white youth of legal school age, designating the num- 
ber of males and females. 

No. of colored youth of legal scbool age, designating the 
number of males and females. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

No. of primary nchools, white. 
No. of grammar schools, white. 
N(). of high schools, white. 
Total No. of white schools. 
No. of primary schools, colored. 
No. of grammar schools, colored. 
No. of high schools, colored. 
Total No. of colored schools. 

I'BIVATE SCHOOLS. 

No. of private schools, white. 
No. of private schools, colored. 
Total No. of private schools. 
Grand total of schools. 
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No. enrolled in primary schools. 

No. enrolled in grammar schools. 

No. enrolled in high schools. 

Average attendance. 

No. of white pupils enrolled in public schools. 

No. of white pupils enrolled in private schools. 

COLORED PCP11.8. 

No. enrolled in primary schools. 
No. enrolled in grammar schools. 
No. enrolled in high schoola. 
Average attendance. 

No. of colored pupils enrolled in public schools. 
No. colored pupils enrolled in private schools. 
Average attendance in public and private schools. 
Total No. of pupils enrolled in public schools, white and 
colored. 

Grand total number of pupils attending school. 

TEACHERS EHPLOIED IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

No. of males, white. 
No. of females, white. 
No. of males, colored. 
No. of females, colored. 
Total, white and colored. 

TEACHERS IN PRIVATE SC'ROOLS. 

No. of white. 

No. of colored. 

Grand total number of teachers employed. 

SCHOOL SITES AND HOUSES. 

No. sites purchased. 

No. sites donated. 

No. houses erected for white schools. 

No, houses erected for colored schoola. 

No. of buildings rented for white schoola. 

No. of buildings rented for colored schools. 

Total No. school buildings. 

No. provided with modem school furniture. 
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SCHOOL APPABATC8. 

No. schools furnished with black-boards, 
Mo. schools furnished with wall-maps. 
No. schools furnished with globes. 
Aggregate value of public school property. 
Aggregate value of private school property. 



No. acres of sixteenth section lands unsold. 
No. acres of sixteenth section lands leased. 

FINANCIAL STATISTICS. 



Amount levied for school house fund. 
Amount levied for teacher's fund. 
Total per centum of special tax, 

SIXTEENTH BEOIIOK PBND. 

Amount of the principal arising from the sale of lands. 
Amount of interest due on loans. 

Amount of principal and interest collected and paid into 
the County Treasury. 
Amount collected on leases of school lands. 
Amount due on leases of lands. 

chickjLSAW funs. 

Amount of interest paid by the State. 
Amount loaned to the countj-. 
Amount loaned to individuals or corporations. 
Amount unexpended. 

STATE APrKOPBIATIONS TO PROUOTE COMMON SCHOOU UNDER ACT 
PASSED 1859. 

Amount of fund. 

Amount of interest due on loans. 

INCOME OP THE COMMON SCHOOL FBND. 

Amount apportioned to the County 
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PBABODT FCND. 

Amount apportioned to public and private Bcbools. 

FINSa. 

Amonst paid into Connty Treasniy. 

LICENSES. 

Amount paid into County Treasury. 

EXEUPTIONS FBOM UILITABY DUIT. 

Amount paid into County Treasury. 

FOIL TAX. 

Amount collected in the county. 



Date of claim. 

Nature of claim — loan or lease. 

By whom was the loan or lease made. 

Against whom; when due; amount of claim. 

Amount of interest due. 

Secured or not. 

Amount regarded as good. 

Amount regarded as worthless. 

No. of township to which it belongs. 

Amount for which suits for collection have been instituted. 

Suits institnted; by whom. 

Name and P. 0. address of attorneys employed to prosecute • 
suits. 

Amount of fees paid attorneys. 

Amount due for tuition of l)eneflciaries who have been 
taught during the six months prior to July 4th, 1870. 

Total amount of outstanding claims. 

EXPENDITUBES. 

Amount expended for purchasing school sites. 

Amount expended for building and repairing school houses. 

Amount expended for rent of rooms and buildings. 

Amount of contingent expenses. 

Amount expended for school furniture. 

2— P L-,,:,U.., ^y>..T(_)UyiC 
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Amount expended for school sppsratiiB. 

Amount expended for teachers' salaries. 

Avetage monthly salaries. 

Amount expended for school books. 

Amount of salary due and paid County Superintendent. 

Amount due and paid Secretary of Board of Directors. 

Amount of salary and per diem due and paid School 
Directors. 

Amount due and paid for mileage of Directors. 

Amount of incidental expenditures f* record books, sta- 
tionery, etc. 

Total amount due and paid school ofiScers. 

Amount due and paid for eurveyor's fees. 

Total expenditures for the fiscal year ending January 1st, 1871. 

Balance on hand, January 1st, 1871. 

ABSTRACT OF RECOBD OP EXAUINATIOM OP TEACQERB OI.ASBIFIED 



No. of certificates granted to white male teachers of the 
first, second, aod third grades. 

No. of certificates granted white female teachers of each 
grade. 

No. of certificates granted colored male teachers. 

No. of certificates granted colored female teachers. 

No. of teachers who failed to pass examination for the third 
grade. 



Aggregate value of taxable property. 

Amount of county indebtedness. 

No. of white population. 

Ho. of colored population. 

Amount of loss in loans of school funds, including principal 
and interest, to insolvent debtors. 

Amount of loss in loans of school fund for want of proper 
security. 

Amount of loss in rente of school lands. 

Total amount of loss of school funds on account of neglect 
and want of proper management on the part of school officers. 

No. of acres of school land occupied, for which no rent 
has been paid. 



19 

Probable amount of revenne from the Bale and rental of Bcbool 
land&for the year 1871. 

No. of schools yiaited during the year. 

No. of schools visited more than once during the year. 

No. of schools not visited during the year. 

No. of days spent in school visitation during the year. 

Whole number of days of o£Scial service rendered during 
the year. 

No. of teachers' institutes held in the county during the 
year. 

No. of teachers in attendance. 

No. of pupils attending State Normal School from the 
county. 

The probable number of public schools which will be in 
operation during the year 1871. 

No. of public addrsses delivered upon educational topics 
during the year. 

Only thirty-nine, out of sisty-seven County Superinten- 
dents, have furnished the Department with the required report; 
and a large proportion of those furnished, have been received 
withjn the past two mouths. This is accounted for from the fact, 
that, not more than one-tenth of the whole number of counties 
in the State organized their Boards of School Directors until 
after the lat of January, 1871, and, consequently, had nothing 
to report for the year 1870. 

The reports received are necessarily very incomplete, for 
want of time to collect and properly arrange the etatistlcs 
required. Your attention is respectfully invited to the follow- 
ing extracts from the reports of County Superintendents, 
which will indicate the present and prospective operation of 
the Public School System : 

ADAMS COUMTY. 

The Board of School Directors of Adams county organ- 
ized the 29th day of September, have labored dUigently to 
oi^anlze schools throughoat the county, and have met with 
very little encouragement during the portion of the year the 
Board had to labor. 

The people, as a general thing, have taken very little interest 
in the organization of Public Schools. 
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The Board of School Directors for the city of Natchez, 
organized and commeDced the oi^nization of Public Schools 
for the city on the 4tb day of November. They found the 
city authorities had provided for the support of the city 
schools for the year, therefore did not assome charge of City 
Public Schools during the year 1870. 

At the date of making this report, everything begins to look 
more favorable to the cause of education, and the next annual 
report of the County Superintendent will undoubtedly show 
that the tree system of schools in Mississippi, has gained 
in Adams County, many warm supporters. 

Chas. C. Waldbn, 
County Superintendent of Education. 

Natchez, Feb. 28th, 1871. 

ATTALA COUNTY. 

* * * In many instances it has been difficult to obtain 
a knowledge of the fiicts which we set forth in the report. The 
trouble has arisen mainly from the loss formerly of our county 
records, which were destroyed by the burning of the court 
house, in the year 1858. Two years after that date, our county 
lost, by fire, another court house, which made a final destruc- 
tion of the records of the county. Hence, the difficulty of ob- 
taining legal information respecting the sale of school lands, 
and the titles of the same. It is scarcely possible to ascertain 
when and by whom Trustees of Townships were appointed, 
and what bonds were given by those who have acted in that 
capacity. 

The number of educable children of this district is 6,303. 
Of this number, 2,509 are colored. But the people of the 
county have maintained during the year only forty-seven 
schools, seven of these were for the benefit of the colored peo- 
ple, and were taught, with two exceptions, by colored persons 
who had little qualification for the undertaking. Most of the 
schools were taught on the subscription plan. We have had, 
in the proper sense, no public schools. It is, however, true 
that some have been aided to some extent by public funds. 
The small income from the Common School Fund, and from 
the Sixteenth Section Fund, has usually been disbursed to 
teachers, who have made a proportionable reduction in the 
price of tuition. Many of the schools were taught for a period 
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of only five months; others lasted for only three months of the 
year, while about six continned as long as ten months. A con- . 
siderable majority of the pupils attended school only three 
months, and we suppose less than one hundred and fifty at- 
tended during the entire year. Eighteen were in schools and 
institutions without the limits of the county, and these Vo 
have included in the grand total of pnpils attending school. 

In regard to school teachers, I would remark that the com- 
petent persons of the county have not, as a general thing, 
during the last few years, followed the vocation of teaching. 
Other callings have been more inviting. The difficulties of the 
school room, and the meager compensation realized by those 
who teach, have effectually deterred the enterprising and well- 
qualified class of men and women from giving the connty the 
benefit of their services in this capacity. Those who have the 
ability to teach successfully, have turned to other departments 
of business, and entered upon other more lucrative professions, 
Commnnities have failed to ofi'er proper encouragement to men 
of right qualification for training the youth of the State. Yet 
this connty has had a few who, with commendable zeal and fit 
appointments, have devoted time and talents to the work of 
educating the young. We speak in this strain because we be- 
lieve it true that the character of the schools in the county, 
and the manner in which they have, in many instances, been 
conducted, have tended to lower rather than elevate the char- 
acter of the school teacher. No man has prided himself on 
being called a school teachef. Hence, we think, that whatever 
influence will tend to give tone and character to the profession 
will result in good to the educational interests of the State. 
We will be disappointed if this shall not be one of the benefits 
of our system of public schools. Educators will feel that they 
enter upon the avenue of both usefulness and honor. 

As it respects school buildings, I report only nine. For 
many of our schools have been taught in churches or in infe- 
rior houses, and, in some instances, in rooms furnished by in- 
dividual citizens of the county. 

I find that the school lands were almost all sold about twen- 
ty-five years ago. There are 640 acres of land belonging to 
Townships, but it is of very little value. The title to some of 
the lands sold will, doubtless, have to be tested in the civil 
courts. For, in some c^es, the holders of these lands claim 
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Uiembytheriglitof poBsessioii. Bat in most cases the porchas- 
GTB have obtained a deed to the huid which they tiaTC bought. 

The amoont of principal arising &om the sale of school 
lands is set down at $22,650 59. We have in hand notes for 
this amonn^ but, as stated, some of the Tmstees have f^ed 
to pt«serTe their records, while some of the docnm^its pre- 
served, and now in hand, are imperfect and nnintelllgible. 
This gives rise to the difficulty of ascertaining the condition 
of school lands and school fonds. I find that the Coimty, at 
some time in the past, appropriated to the Townships certain 
lUnds; said funds it ai^>ear8 were donated by the State to the 
coimty, but the amount I cannot ascertain from data at com- 
mand. Bat this I learn, that the Trostees blended the sums 
received with the funds arising from the sale of lands. Under 
these circumstances we can only report the amount as stated 
above. 

I give the sum of $1,400 under the head of "Appropria- 
tions," under Act passed in 1859. Here, agaiu, I am at a loss 
for the want of records. The books of the County Treasorer 
show a som of the amount mentioned. It id, however, only an 
amount in claims, as it has been loaned, and only s part of it 
recoverable. The County Treasorer reported it to me as a 
fund donated by the State; but, after investigation, I am not 
Bnre that it came from that source. 

As to the claims in hand, our Board will direct attention to 
the business of collecting and saving the funds. In this we 
will find it necessary to proceed with prudence. For it would 
be an easy matter to arouse opposition to the whole public 
system. Under the circumstances of the country for the last 
ten years, it has been difficult for Trustees to preserve school 
f^nds. Considering all things, some of these Trustees have 
doue as well as could be expected; but this is unfortunately 
not the case with all. 

Our Board of School Directors is composed of prudent and 
discreet men. They take an interest in the system of public 
education, and may be relied upon to discharge their duty 
with fidelity; yet I doubt whether they can give satisfaction to 
all concerned. But I am not sure that our Public Schools and 
school interests generally, can be better managed by any other 
agency, than a County School Board. 

J. H. Alexander, 
CoQDty Superintendent of Public £dacation. 



KoactDBKo, March S8th, 1871. 
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ALCORN COUNTY. 

* * * No private schools have been in operation since 
the public schools were organized. * * * In moat in- 
stances, bouses for the use of schools could be obtained, which 
served the purpose imperfectly. We built two houses only. 
Ten or a dozen more will be ready for use in the spring. Fur- 
niture and apparatus has been furnished to but one school. 

All lands belonging to the schools have been forfeited for 
taxes. 

Special tax has been levied only for Teachers' Fund. * * 

* * * The general condition and management of the 
schools are, I think, as good as can reasonably be expected. 
The people admit that the county has been supplied with bet- 
ter schools and more efficient teachers than could be found 
among the private schools and teachers; and the attendance for 
the two and one-fourth months of duration was, I suppose, 
double the attendance at any one time hi all the private 
schools in the limit of the present county of Alcom. I 
think that by the end of the present year, a well managed sys. 
tem of schools will meet with no opposition in this county. 

I notice a very marked improvement in the examination in 
teachers for the present year, 1871, compared with that of 

1870. I would therefore, recommend that certificates Itfst only 
for the time the teacher is employed by contract 

F. A. Beaslby, 
County Superintendent 
Corinth, January 11th, 1871. 

BENTON COUNTY. 
It being so near the end of the year 1870 when the Board of 
School Directors was organized, that but one Public School 
was organized during the year. * « • * There was no 
tax levied by the Board of School Directors on the assessment 
of 1870, for any school purposes, but there will be a levy on 
the assessment of 1871, to finish up the work of 1870 and 

1871, and also what may be needed for 1872. • • * • 
The Board of School Directors had two meetings in 1870, 
but not a full Board at either. They made out no account for 
that year. It will all be reported in the work of 1871. 

G. N. DiCKERSOir, 
County Superintendent 
Samm, February, 1871. ^ , i^iooglc 



CHICKASAW COUNTY. 

As this county bad no SnperinteDdent until December, 
1870, no BchooU were opened for that year. The School Board 
were put actively to work about the 10th of that month. 
* * * Aa neither the Assessors or Marshal have filed their 
report [of the census, I am unable to furnish you satisfactory 
anwera to many important questions. * * • * I am 
forced to .admit the burning ot two houses, in which colored 
schools were at the time being taught, yet, to all appearances, 
the people are in favor of Publio Schools. * * Three- 
fourths of the Chickasaw Fund is a total loss. 

A. J. Jamison, 
County Superintendent. 

HooeroH, April Zlst, 1871. 



CLAIBORNE COUNTY. 

As will be Been &om the foregoing report, this c ounty has 
been divided into only six sub-school districts. This was 
thought by the Board of School Directors to be the better 
way, onaccount of the peculiar manner in which the county 
is divided by bayous and creeks; the population in some 
localities is very sparse, in others, very abundant, and by 
dividing it into the above number of sub-school districts, and 
numbering the schools in each as 1, 2, 3, etc., in sub-district, 
etc., they thought they could accommodate a greater number of 
the inhabitants than they otherwise could, as their funds were 
very limited. Each Supervisor's district constitutes a sub- 
school district for the county, and the town of Port Gibson 
constitutes one by itself 

The school lands in this county have nearly all been leased 
by the different Boards of Township Trustees for ninety-nine 
years. Two leases have been executed by the Board of School 
Directors, in conformity with the supplemental school Act, 
approved August 8th, 1870. Hany of the record books kept 
by the different Boards of Township Trustees have either 
been lost or destroyed, and it will take sometime yet to inves- 
tigate and arrange matters so as to arrive at the exact condi- 
tion of school matters in this County. Of the lands reported 
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" unsold," in the foregoing report, 161^ acres is good tmim- 
proved lands. It had been leased heretofore, to-wit: In 1860; 
but the last instalment not being paid, and the lessee being in- 
Bolvent, the Board of School Directors took it back. The 
balance reported (240 acres) lies in the swamp on the Big 
Bayou Pierre, and is of very little value. The work of ascer- 
taining the exact condition of the school lands is very much 
retarded on account of the loose manner in which the business 
has heretofore been done. 

With regard to the claims dne the school fund, the amounts 
"regarded as worthless," are worthless indeed. Some are against 
persons that are dead, and have left no estate or one covered 
up by judgments; some are against persons who have bank- 
rupted i^ainst them, and a few are barred by limitation. I 
think much of the above funds could have been saved if the 
President of the Board of Police had taken steps to secure it, 
afi required by an Act of the Legislature, approved December 
2, 1865, and entitled "An Act the better to secure the payment 
of the School Funds of the State."— See Acts of 1865, Chapter 
20. Of the amounts " regarded as good," there may and pro- 
bably will be some considerable loss when the solvency of the 
debtors is tested in court. 

The system of public iVee schools being a new thing to most 
of the people in this county, it was looked upon with suspi- 
cion, and sometime was required to allay their fears, but, as 
they come to see its workings, they are much pleased with it, 
and enter into It with a zeal that is highly commendable. 

I would further report that the Board of School Directors 
have contracted for the erection of five new school houses in 
the sub -districts. Three of them on lots donated by private 
individuals, and to be completed by the fifteenth of February, 
1871, and two of them on lots just purchased by the Board, 
and to be completed by the tenth of March, 1871. The lots 
donated are as follows: one iu Pattona Precinct, one in 
Port Gibson Precinct and one in Brandywine Precinct, of 
this county. The two purchased are in the town of Grand 
Gulf 

Until the common school system is properly established, the 
constant personal attention of the County Superintendent is 
absolutely required. * * * In my opinion, it would he 
the better policy to abolish the Board of School Directors in 
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the differet distjicts, and place the Bchools entirely under the 
charge of the Connty Superintendent, thereby saving the addi- 
tional expense and making the school system much more effec- 
tive. 

J. W, Stkyeer, 
County Superintendent. 
Port Gibson, January 23rd, 1871, 



CLARKE COUNTY. 

No schools were opened in this county during the year 1870. 
This work was deferred untilJanuary, 1871, because we did not 
deem it advisable to draw warrants on the school fund before 
we were certain of being able to pay them when presented. 

The principal work done in this county, has been to take the 
enumeration of the educable children of the County; to locate 
school sites, to arrange for the errectlon of houses and to 
interest the people in the cause of free education, by explaining 
the workings of the system. Such is the interest taken by the 
majority of the people, that in almost every neighborhood the 
house is furnished, with little or no expense to the county. 
We have therefore, asked for no tax for school house purposes, 
it being proposed to meet the small outlay which will be re- 
quired for repairs, etc., from the State fund. 

Sometime has been spent in investigating the condition of 
the Sixteenth Section Fund and all school moneys. The old 
records of this county have been so badly kept, that no satis- 
factory results have been obtained. I intend pursuing the 
investigation further as soon as I have time. 

In every case, separate provision has been made for the 
white and colored children. Both races prefer this arrange- 
ment, and the conviction is general that an attempt to educate 
both races in the same schools, would destroy the entire sys- 
tem. 

E. B. COWQILL, 
County Superintendent of Edncuion. 

EsTBKFBiSE, February 18th, 1781. 
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COVmGTON COimTT. 

The school buildings in this county are indifferent in every 
respect, and very inadequately furnished, being, with few ex- 
ceptions, destitute of facilities for wanning and lighting them 
at this season. This fact, together with the bad roads and dis- 
agreeable weather to be anticipated in the winter months, led 
us to defer the establishment of any schools until the Ist of 
March, 1871. I have made arrargements for five schools, all 
prinmry, to go into operation the 1st of March, one in each ot 
the sub-districts. A sixth failed in consequence of the teacher ^ 
(a white man — school, colored) not being able to obtain board 
in the neighborhood. We find a difficulty in obtaining teachers 
with the requisite qualifications, especially teachers to take ' 
charge of the colored schools. 

As for buildings, we preferred not to incur any expense at 
present. After experimenting for a year we can determine 
more accurately in regard to the proper location of school 
houses. ** ••*• ** 

If the law could be so modified, or, as it stands, be so con- 
strued as to admit of levying the tax for school purposes, es- 
pecially the Teachers' Fund, on the county as a whole, instead 
of on the several sub-districts, it would result beneficially, I 
think, in the school interest It would admit, for instance, in 
the rural and piney-wooda counties of a gradation of schools 
not to be had otherwise; as we could then have a High School 
— one at least — in each county, open to all in the county; and 
in each sub-district, which might be co-extensive with the 
present Beat division, one Grammar School, open to all in the 
sub-district, with Intermediate and Primary Schools. But, 
construed as the law can be, or possibly must be now, nothing 
like this can be done. If the money must be expended in the 
sub-districts where it is collected, the efi'ect will be in the 
poorer counties to place the schools on a uniformly rery 
low level. The same difficulty will not, of course, be felt in 
the richer parts of the county, where a single eub-distrct can 
furnish a system of graded schools complete in all depart- 
ments. We want in such a county as this, for instance, to 
accomplish the same thing, or an approximation to it, embrace 
the entire county in the same system. 

We must aim in a great measure at qnalifying and preparing 
the teachers we need in the several counties where they are to 



be employed. We cannot expect them from abroad. We can- 
not get them in sufQcient numbers from the State Normal 
SchoolB. We must have at least one good school in every 
county, in which the course of study will embrace all the 
branches contemplated in the public school system, and ia 
which the best method of instruction will be illustrated so that 
it may prove a sort of model or Normal School, where teachers 
can get ideas connected with education tending to elevate 
them to a higher standing in their profession. With one com- 
mon school fund in the county this result can be reached or 
approximated to at least ; but with the sub-district the unit, 
independent, unconnected with the rest, this gradation of 
schools cannot in many cases exist 

********** 

It has been very difficult to get information required, and in 
some cases impossible. I have donethebest I could under the 
circumstances. The collection of the taxes is yet incomplete. 
The officers have not a very clear understanding of their duty 
or of the import and intent in many cases of the school and 
tax law. They have not been furnished with the Acts of 1870. 
The records of the county vrcre destroyed by fire a few years 
ago. Those existing have not been well kept. 

E. W. LAEKIN, 
County Superintendent. 

Mt. Carmbl, February 19, 1871. 



desoto county. 

In connection with the above report, we would respectfully 
submit, that the Board of Education of DeSoto county or- 
ganized November 9, 1870, and that much of the desired in- 
formation is not to be had, also the Directors failed to divide 
the District into sub-school districts, their reports from Police 
Districts. We would also submit, that we have, up to date, 
issued seventy-two certificates. Considerable interest, so far 
as we have learned, is manifested in the schools, but few pri- 
vate schools in the county, two only of which we have any 
knowledge. Teaching the system of public education, we have 
long since been convinced, that a liberal education can be 
secured to the masses only through legislative bodies ; thtm- 
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fore cordially approbate the action, or actions of the State 
Legislature on this qnestion, regard it an important step in 
recommending the State to the favorable attention of the en- 
lightened world on the same subject, besides the best and per- 
haps the only means of securing to her civil and religious 
liberty. 

We apprehend some difflcnlties, but by judicious means, we 
may in the main be able to overcome them. We will spare no 
pains in making the system a success iu the county. 
Our Board has not as yet levied a school house tax. 
We have given the financial condition of the school fund, 
according to the information at hand. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOBN BlCHABDBOK, 

County Superintendent 
HsBMAKDO, Jan. 31, 1871. 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

• * » • • jn the forgoing pages, I have furnished 
you all of the information in regard to the school funds in my 
county, that it has been in my power to obtain up to the pre- 
sent time. I have made every effort to obtain from the old 
school officers the notes which were in their possession, show- 
ing the disposition which has been made by them of these 
funds, and the indebtedness of parties to whom the funds 
have been loaned. Many of these notes I find to be against 
persons who are now insolvent, and many are barred by limita- 
tion. The statement I have made under the head of claims, 
was done as the papers came into my hands. For the want of 
space, I was compelled to omit the names and amount of in- 
debtedness of a great many — some of whom are solvent and 
have manifested a willingness to pay the amounts of their in- 
debtedness. We will probably be able to collect about $5,000 
on the notes that I now have in my possession. All of the in- 
formation requested under the head of the Sixteenth Section 
Fund, I am not prepared, as yet, to fhrnish. Many of the Six- 
teenth Sections were leased many years ago, and paid for. The 
different amounts for which all were sold, and the disposition 
of the innds arising from the sale of which I have not been 
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able to ascertain. Our Comity Board was not organized vmtil 
late in the month of December, consequently but little business 
was transacted before the first of January last, and I have no 
report to make relative to the condition of public schools. 
Since that time several white and several colored schools have 
been established, all of which are in a prosperous condition. 
Certificates have been granted to twenty teachers, the most of 
whom have already been employed. We will in all probability 
have twenty public schools in operation by the first of March 
next 

The people of my county, aa a general thing, are manifesting 
a very deep interest in this matter, and in very many instances 
have shown their appreciation of the great importance of pub- 
lic schools by donatLag lands and houses for school purposes. 
Our County Board is composed of honest, sober, energetic 
and intelligent men — men who fully appreciate the importance 
of education, who are disposed to do their duty, let the conse- 
quences be what they may; and I have no hesitancy in saying 
that while other counties of our State are moving forward in 
the great work of educating their youth, the county of Frank- 
lin will not be behind. 

S. S, MOKTOOUERT, 

County Superintendent. 
Meadtille, Feb. 6, 1871. 



GRENADA COUNTY. 

As soon as 1 received my appointment as Superintendent, I 
took immediate steps to organize public schools throughout the 
county. 1 found ditflculties of a formidable character, sur- 
rounding me on all sides. Some of the School Directors stren- 
uously opposed organizing any school until late in the year, and 
jfa account of the cry of heavy taxes and other excuses, the 
-" Board of Supervisors refused to levy any tax for school pur- 
poses unlit the 6th of February. I determined, however, to 
open as many schools as possible on the Ist of January. We 
commenced with only three schools — two colored and one 
white. Up to this date, eleven schools have been organized — 
seven white and four colored ; and next week we expect 
to open six more schools. I found it exceedingly difBcuU 
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to procure teachers for the colored echools, on acconnt of a 
prejudice existing among a certain class against those engaged 
in teaching those schools, and this has greatly retarded oar 
moTements. Becently, however, scTeral of our best and most 
intelligent young men have been induced to offer their ser- 
vices to teach the colored children; and before the close of this 
month, I feel confident that we shall have about twenty-five 
schools in successful operation; and there seems now to be 
avery general interest manifested all over the county in our new 
school system, and the taxes levied are not as heavy as the few 
enemies of the new system had predicted. I would strongly 
urge a change in the law, as it relates to the School Directory, 
They are a source of Immense expense, and inasmuch as most 
of the school houses have been contracted for, or erected, I 
believe their services could be dispensed with, and the Super- 
intendents do all the work required, thus saving to the State 
many thousands of dollars annually. I have traveled exten- 
sively over the county examining into the claims due the 
school fund, and in collecting notes and money due the same 
and in a few weeks will have secured several tboueand dollars 
in money, all of which will appear in a report which I will for- 
ward the Board of Education in a short time. 

Wh. Pbice, 
C!ounty Superintendent 
Gbbnada, February Ist, 1871. 



HINDS COUNTY. 

* * * Owing to the fact that the school officers in this 
county were appointed late in the year 1870, I have compara- 
tively little to report in the statistical columns for that year. 

We entered upon our duties on the 20th of October, 
1870, and ftom that time to January Ist, 1871, our work was 
principally that of making arraugements for organizing schools, 
together with collecting from the townships all notes, deeds, 
records, etc., belonging to the County School Fund. 

The enumeration of educable youth was made during. the 
past year, which will be found in my statistical report 

The sub-achool districts of the county number thirty (30), 
composed of townships or fractional parts thereof. The divid- 
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ing of the sub-school districts in this manner was made ac- 
cording to your recommendation in circular of Nov. 1, 1S70, 
and we have found the plan to be a good one. 

The gentlemen comprising the Board of School Directora 
fortbis county have been energetic and perseveringin the per- 
formance of tbeir duties, and have given me their hearty sup- 
port and co-operation. 

It has been their aim and desire to cany out the letter and 
spiritof the school laws, and have endeavored in all cases to 
establish schools with a view to comfort and economy. 

We have been unable to establish as many schools as the 
people desire, and for which they have petitioned, on account of 
our limited school tax. 

We have employed as teachers the best material that could 
be found in the county, and we believe that the schools gene- 
rally are becoming more popular every day. In nearly all cases, 
those who have heretofore patronized the private schools, or 
have been accustomed to employ teachers in their families, are 
, now sending their children to the public schools, feeling assured 
that the public school system is the best and the Icast^expen- 
sive. 

No school houses have been built In nearly all cases 
we have been obliged to rent buildings and furnish them, in 
order to make them suitable and comfortable for teachers and 
scholars. 

The estimate of funds necsesary to maintain schools for a 
period of six months was made by the Board of School Direc- 
tors, as follows : 

For Teachers' Fund *36,O00 

School House Fund 15,000 

Total $50,000 

Tlie Board of Supervisors, taking to themselves discretion- 
ary power in the matter, levied only $21,600, but finally agreed 
to levy the difference between the amount estimated and that 
levied in August next. -These amounts, together with what we 
may receive from the State apportionment in July next, we 
hope will be sufficient to maintain our schools nine months. 

At the time of making this report (May I, 1871), 
the public schools in this county number sixty (60), thirty- 
three (33) of which are for white children, and twenty-seven 
(27) for colored children. 
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The teacliers employed are as follows : 

In White Schools 40 

In Colored Schools 35 

Total No. of teachers employed 75 

No. of Graded Schools (White) 4 

No. of Graded Schools (Colored) 5 

Total 9 

No. of Union Schools 6 

For the present session arrangements have been made with 
Prof. Hillman, President of the Clinton College, by which all 
the white children in the vicinity of Clinton are allowed to at- 
tend both the Clinton College and Female Institute free of 
charge, the Board of Directors having employed a teacher in 
each of these institutions. 

Arrangements were also made with the Tugaloo University 
by which all the colored yoath in [the northeastern section of 
the county are entitled to the privileges of the University, free 
of charge. 

The following will show to what extent our public schools 
are being patronized: 

Whole number of pupils attending school daring the month 
of January (the first mouth of the sessiou), 1,361; month of 
February, 2,218; month of March, 2,814; month of April, 
3,375. 

During "he latter part of last year the Board of Directors 
established the following rates of monthly salaries to be paid 
teachers : 

First grade, not less than $140, nor more than $160; second 
grade not less than |60, nor more than $80; third grade not 
less than $40, nor more than $60. 

During the month of April, 1S71, the following change was 
made, viz.: 

Teachers holding first grade certificates, maximum per 
month, $100; second grade, $75; third grade, $50. 

A Teachers' Institute will probably be held in the county in 
June. 

JNO. C. TUCKER, 
County Superintendent of Education. 

Jackson, May Ist, 1871. 
S-P 



HOLMES COUNTY. 

The foregoing report, though meagre, is aa full and accurate 
as I have been able to make it from present information. 

It is too soon now to present any satisfactory record, either 
of the labor performed, or of the data required. 

There was a special school law for this county passed in 1S50, 
but it was very unsatisfactory in its proyisions, was never very 
closely observed, and for the last few years has been, practi- 
cally, a dead letter. 

The change from this old system (or rather no system) to 
the new system, to be successful, must be necessarily be 
a work of time, of thoughtful care and energetic labor. It 
is being made in this county with more of popular approval 
than I was led to expect. 

As you will perceive, this report does not show a single 
practical result of the workings of the new system. Besults 
mast be left for a future report. 

The time intervening between my appointment (October 
23rd) and the close of the year, was devoted entirely to ascer- 
taining the condition of affairs, and in preparing for commenc- 
ing the oi^anizatioE of Bchools as soon after the beginning of 
the new year as practicable. 

Since the second day of January, thirty-eight teachers have 
appeared for examination, and twenty-one schools established, 
with an aggregate attendance of about one thousand. By the 
let Monday in February, at least ten more will be in operation. 

The present school law is defective in many respects. I am 
not prepared, however, at this time to surest the proper rem- 
edies. 

M. M. HOLHES, 

County Superintendent 
, Leximgton, January 24, 1871. 



HARBISON COUNTY. 

The division of this county into sub-school districts was a 
source of some trouble. The greater part of the population live 
in groups along the seashore. The interior of the county is 
poor and very thinly populated therefore the schools are 
small only where the families are large. After thorough in- 
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vestagation of the snbject, the Board decided to moke the sub- 
school districts to correspond with the police districts, and ao 
they are numbered. It was also seen that the suggestion of the 
State Superintendent, "to be governed by the topographical 
and poputntive condition of the county," was the ntoat rational 
and convenient. 

The schools will be graded andnuntbered in each eub-scbool 
district. It has been my purpose often to make inquiries after 
the school funds of the county, but have not been able to learn 
of any on hand. The Clerk of the Courts, etc, of this county, 
informs me that all the school funds on hand were given during 
the war to the soldiers and theirfamilies. 

It is also said that one William Wheaton, a Sheriff, carried 
off all tliat was paid in after the war. All the county officers 
deny having or knowing anything ofanypartof the school 
funds. 

For want of a county map, it is impossible to learn anything 
certain or satisfactory of the school lands sold or unsold. It 
fieems that all the records upon that subject are out of the way; 
the future may tell us much yet of the school funds 

It may be said the public schools arc in a fair condition 
when all things arc considered. There is a want of teachers 
for colored children, two may find employment in the Primary 
Grade by going into the interior of the county. 

There are several fine schools, and one college, kept by the 
Christian Brothers, Catholic order, in Pass Christian. 
There is also one Academy under the corporate authorities of 
Biloxi, doing very well, under the management of a young man 
of most excellent character and ability. 

Should it be deemed expedient to extend the Normal School 
operations any further, I would most respectfully suggest, that 
a branch of it be located at Pass Christian, a place unsurpassed 
for health and of easy access. 

It is to be regretted that the Board of Supervisors of this 
county most peremptorily refused to make a levy for school 
purposes. 

I called on the President of the Board of Supervisors, in Jan- 
nary, and requested him to call bis membei'a together to make 
the levy, then I learned, there was an intention to violate tbe 
mandate of the 32nd section of the school law. Enclosed will 
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be found on abstract ftom the minutes of the meeting of tlie 
2lBt ofFebruar}'. 

la consequence of there being no proviBion made to pay for 
buildings, repairs, and teachers, the schools may grov more into 
disfavor with its best friends. 

The present school law is too complex and heavy in its work- 
ings, too many county officers to control its action. 

The Board of Directors is a dead weight; the Board, of 
Supervisors should have no discretion in making a Ic^^y, only 
to do as the law requires. The County Superintendent should 
be required to do all the work for better pay, as no one with a 
family to support can save a dollar and do the work required 
at the present salary. 

The County Superintendent should report to the State Board 

once in three months for a revision and correction, for which 

be should have a per diem and mileage; the office should not 

be degraded. 

* I am inclined to the opinion that the education of a people 

! belongs as much to the Congress of the United States as that 

, of any other welfare, and that there should be a separate and 

distinct bureau, upon ae grand a scale as that of the War or 

\ any other department of the Government. The time for a 

\ grand national movement in that direction has fuUy come, and 

now, when there is so vast amount of resources with snoh 

facilities for bringing them into play, the Republican party, 

the party of progress, should not sleep and let the game pass. 

It is not alone for the education of the freedmen, but a case 

for all and eveiy one of the sous of America. 

I have ordered the schools of this county to stop at the end 
of four months, until otherwise instructed. 

The census reports of this county are too meagre, though 
I send them as found in the county offices. 

Reports ftom private schools, so far as could be obtained, 
will accompany thia. 

Caleb Lindset, 
County Superintendent. 

Haeeisok Codntt, Miss., Feb. 28, 1871. 



ITAWAMBA. 
There was not much done in starting the schools of this 
county up to the 31st of December, 1870. * * • 
I have examined about twenty-eight applicants for schools 
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since lut of January, 1S71. I think I have been as particular 
first, in ascertaining their sober, steady habits, and then their 
literary qualifications, as a man could well be. I let none pass 
that I believed was not possessed of these qualifications. I 
want our county to be second to none in point of good 
teachers. 

I have made every efibrt to get the correct statistics of the 
county relating to school funds, and find there are none 
but the Chickasaw fund. We have demanded that from the 
Treasurer, and the books of the old Trustees, but they refuse 
to give any satisfaction in the matter. The Treasurer says 
there is nothing in the treasury. The Board of Supervisors 
have not, as yet, levied any tax for any purpose. There has 
been no land for school sites purchased; they have been dona- 
ted, and the school houses repaired by individual efibrt. The 
colored people manifest great interest, and are actively 
engaged preparing school buildings. Their houses are gener- 
ally ready, but we have great difflculy in procuring teachers 
for the colored schools. But I shall make every effort to get 
teachers for them and see them fairly dealt with. 

8tJB3EQD£KT B£PORT FKOU THE SAUE. 

■ We have, at this time, twenty-five public schools going on 
finely. Our teachers are, I think, discharging their duties 
faithfully. I visited twelve schools that commenced January 
15th, 1871. I am very much encouraged with the prospect. I 
have examined thirty-five applicants for school, granting cer- 
tificates to only those of good moral character. 

For the First Grade, we gvie a salary of |80 per mnoth. 

For the Second Grade, we give a salary of 860 per month. 

For the Third Grade, we give a salary of $40 per month. 

Our white schools will soon number forty. We are unable I 
to procure teachers for the colored schools, therefore there are 
but few in operation ; shall increase them as soon as possible. 
I am satisfied that the schools, if rightly manf^d, will prove 
a great blessing to the county. 

W. F. Elliott, 
County Superintendent. 

March 8th, 1871. . , 



JACKSON COUNTY. 

The organization of the trea school Bystem in the county 
was of such recent date that it is impossible for me to report 
any proceedings of importance or value. The first and only 
Bchooljfor the year was opened December 2d, 1870. We found 
no funds in the treasury which could be controlled by the 
Board. Most of the records of this county were destroyed by 
fire during the year 186% and lately, the minute book of 
the Board of Police has been spirited airay by some unknown 
party. 

The year 1871 will evidently furnish much more material on 
which to base my future report. 

Jaubs L. OsBOBir, 
County Superintendent 

East Pascagodla, Jan. 21, 1871. 



KEMPER COUNTY. 

* * * * We had not organized any schools 

up to the 31st of December, 1870. We had some twelve or 
thirteen in course ' of organization ; not having any schools 
organized, many heads of this report are left blank. * * * 

I was unable for a long time after my appointment to get 
my School Board organized, in consequence of the disorgani- 
zation of the Board of Supervisors. When organized, my Board 
went to work looking after the notes, books and papers due 
the several townships, for the proceeds of sale of Sixteenth Sec- 
tion lands, which were turned over to Esquire A. G. Ellis for 
collection. Accompanying this please find his report. I can- 
not give you a definite answer as to the condition of these 
claims, but am of opinion that about half of them may be con- 
sidered good, * * * W'e have several school bouses 
free of rent, and with the exception of two sub-districts, the 
people have built their own school houses, and all seem sat- 
isfied ; except, however, the disappointed party, the revolu- 
tionists or secessionists, they are not satisfied, and would not 
be at anything, be it to their interest ever so much, but they 
number very few in this county. 

The only obstacle how is the necessary books for the schools. 
Parents and guardians seem slow in purchasing or procuring 
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them; the whole thing being left to the said parents or guard- 
ians by the Board, except, however, the adoption of certain 
text-boolia by the Board. There was no appropriation for 
books. This, however, will soon be remedied, and the schoolB 
will run uninterrupted. 

The Board employed teachers for eight months. This we 
were compelled fo do, because we could not get men or ladies 
to agree to take schools for a shorter term. The salaries are 
$62,50 per month, and $1.25 per month for all over twenty-five 
scholars. Second Grade ; for Third Grade $50, and $1.'25 per 
month for all over twenty-five scholars. No First Grade teach- 
ers employed. Our people have saved the school house tax, 
and are willing to be taxed in proportion, or pay the ten mills 
to teachers' fund. This, I presume, will require some future 
legislation. 

I have endeavored to ascertain the status or programme of 
other county school officers with a view to uniformity, but find 
them slow and unorganized as yet in this part of the State, 
and flatter myself that Kemper county is in the lead. We have 
now between forty and fitty schools, with good teachers, or- 
ganized and in a flourishing condition. I adopted in the out- 
set the prerequisite "that no teacher should be employed 
unless endorsed by the parents and guardians of the neighbor- 
hood in which he or she proposed to teach." This had a 
charming effect, and did a great deal toward allaying the pre- 
judices in the minds of many against the public school system, 
the fruits of which are now being developed. The number of 
schools in this county is the best evidence I can offer for the 
management of the system in this county. 

I am glad to see and know that the Legislature are taking 
steps towards abolishing the Board of School Directors. I 
think it was a useless body from the start. An energetic 
Superintendent is all that is required. Abolish the School 
Board of Directors, and let the rules and regulations be plain, 
and the Superintendent, if industrious, can do the work, there- 
by saving an enormous expense to the county. The people 
say so, and if the people are satisfied with the Superintendent, 
and he does his duty, and the school system flourishes and 
becomes a success, (which it is bound to do,) then we have 
done all the law intended or contemplated. 
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I am sorry that a single head of this report must go blank, 
but the information required I cannot obtain now ; but prom- 
ise full infonnatiou in future. 

Your obedient servant, 

Wu. Kkllis. 
Coontj Superintendent of Education. 
January Slet, 1871. 



LOWNDES COUNTY. 

* • * • ia we did not get an early start in our school 
work, there were no public schools opened in this county till * 
rJanuary 2, 1871. Consequently many items called for in this 
report will need no answer. 

I am glad to say that in my atduous worli, I have had the 
co-operation of an intelligent and efficient Board ,of School 
Directors, who have worked in entire harmony in all respects. 

There are two school districts in the county of Lowndes, to- 
wit : The county, outside of the corporate limits of Columbus, 
constitutes the school district, sub-divided into fourteen sub- 
school districts, and the city of Columbus, having more than 
5,000 inhabitants, constituting a separate district, numbered as 
sub-BchooI district 5. 

The Board of Directors have endeavored to execute ftdtb- 
fully the provisions of the school law in securing donations of 
school buildings, or purchasing or renting the same, or in hav- 
ing them built, with the following result: 

No. furnished free of charge 24 

No. purchased 4 

(One for $6,000, one for $5,000, one for $2,200, and one for 

$400, payable in one and two years. ) 

No. rented 9 

No. to be erected during the year 17 

Tfltal No. of school buildings 54 

The Boards have also made a careful estimate for the sup- 
port of the schools in the county for eight months of the year 
1871, for each sub-school district as required by Section 31 
of the school law, amounting in the aggregate to $65,000, and 
have duly certified the same to the Board of Sujiervis^Sj^^^j |^, 
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The city of Columbus is built chiefly on Sixteenth Section 
land, and the lots are held at an annual lease. Many years 
ago this fond amounted to more than $7,000, but by a combi- 
nation on the part of the lessees the lots were forfeited for the 
lease, and released by them at a lower rate, so that said fund 
now amounts to about $2,800. 

In order to make up the deficit to support the city schools 
for nine months the City Board has requested the Boai-d of Su- 
pervisors to leTy a tax of $6,200. 

The school houses of the county are generally of good char- 
acter ; several in the country villages and towns, also those in 
Columbus, are quite imposing in appearance and well adapted 
for the purpose. 

It is the intention of the Board to have the buildings yet to 
be erected of a neat order, with some attractiveness, but as 
little expense as possible. 

I have examined quite a number of applicants for teachers, 
and to this date the Board have employed 42 white and 5 col- 
ored teachers. 

There are yet some fifteen teachers to be employed for the 
Primary schools. 

The character of the teachers employed both in intellectual 
qualifications and social position, will compare favoiably with 
those in any section of this or other States. 

The salary heretofore has been, for teachers of the Thii-d 
Grade, $50; for teachers of the Second Grade, $80, and for' 
teachers of the First Grade, salary by special agreement. 

At a recent meeting of the Board it was decided hereafter to 
reduce the salary of teachers to be engaged holding Third 
Grade certificates. 

The average salary to this time is $74 per month. 

This will be reduced by the salaries hereafter paid. When 
our credit is established on a firmer basis, salaries may be re- 
duced in many instances. 

We have also purchased some school furniture of late 
style — maps, charts, globes, etc. 

Have also made arrangements for the supplying of text- 
books, through the regular merchants of the county at very 
favorable rates. 

From our short experience in the workings of the school 
taw, we are satisfied that it contains some imperfections, whicli 
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ought to be amended as soon as possible, in order to insare 
the efficient working of the system. 

Among other recommendations which I beg leave respect- 
fully to submit, are the following : 

I have found the daties of my office very burdensome, re- 
quiring all my time, even beyond usual office hours. 

The qualifications and duties of the County Superintendent 
are such, and the responsibility so great, that no man of ability 
to bold the position with credit to faimself and success to the 
public school, can afford to do so at the present compensation 
fixed by law. 

The amount is not only inadequate, hut the manner in which 
it is paid, in county warrants, which are generally much below 
par, with no provisions for expenses in visiting the schools of 
the county, reduce this salary to a really nominal sum in com- 
parison with the labor performed. 

To illustrate, as to this county, if the time employed amounts 
to as much as twenty-five days in the month, at $5 per day, 
paid in warrants, at twenty-five per cent, discount, would nett 
about $100 per month. Out of this the Superintendent must 
pay bis expenses in visiting the schools, besides other contin- 
gent expenses which may arise. I do not hesitate, therefore, 
to say that the salary of the County Superintendent should be 
increased to such an extent as will justify a man of ability and 
enei^y to give it his whole time and talent. 

This could be more readily done ia the event of abolishing 
the Board of School Directors, which might be safely done in 
a few monttis, when the school houses and other outside mat- 
ters are provided for. 

Other imperfectioDs in the school law have been freely dis- 
cussed by all interested in our public schools, and for that rea- 
son it is in vain to note them here. 

I would say before closing the report, that I have found 
mach of the old school fund in a deplorable condition. The 
items of my county statistics will inform you that much will be 
lost by insolvent debtors, for want of proper security, rent of 
school lands and limitation amounting to about $75,000. 

The Ku Klux are creating great excitement in some parts of 
the county. Several of my teachers have been visited and 
notified to close their schools. One gentleman (Southern) 
reported in person to this office to-day, stating the Ku Klux 
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\'isited him and told him not to teach ; that they intended to 
close all free schools. He refused to teach any longer. 

I stand firm, and shall do so as long as I hold my position as 
Superintendent Several hare advised me not to visit schools 
in tho county. I will commence in a few days my regular 
tour, without regard to the Ku Klux or warning. 

Lowndes county shall prosper in her school work if any 
county in this State auceeede. 

Be&pectfiilly, 

J. N. Bishop, 
County Superintendent of Education of Lowndes Co. 



LEE COUNTY. 

* * • I have endeavored to obtain the desired 
information in regard to the census, directly from the reports 
of the Assistant Marshal; but subsequently to the making of 
that report, the territory was divided, and the census for this 
county separately, could not be obtained from that source. I 
then corresponded with the Assessor of Taxes, who politely 
furnished some data, but could not give all. 

My only resource then was to await the returns of the mcm- 
bere of the Board of School Directors, who were sent ont to 
take the census. One of these was taken sick, and has not yet 
made his retnm; but it will be forwarded in a few days with 
the request, that your Secretary will have the kindness to insert 
the figures in the proper columns. 

I am under the necessity, at present, of reporting the poll 
tax as delinquent The Sheriff, from whom alone that item 
can be obtained, is about in the county on duty, but I am 
' informed that only a part has been collected; that he is now 
collecting, and I will be able to forward a more particular state- 
ment when he returns. 

I will take the liberty of adding, that there was no Superin- 
tendent for the county for the year 1870, and that nothing was 
done until themiddle of January. • • * • 

Feeling a deep interest in the success of the free public 
school system, I have in all things endeavored to allay opposi- 
tion and strengthen the system in the affections of the people. 
In order to enlist the people heartily in the cause, I have . 



endeavored to meet their wishes as mnch as possible. Forthis 
reason, the Board of School Directors made the tax as light as 
practicable. They levied Done for " school honse purposes," 
but teachers had to be paid, and they levied four mills for 
" Teachers' Fund." 

We have had but little difficulty in obtaining school houses. 
We have obtained every school honse in the county free of 
rent. 

We have already established flfty-onc schools and employed 
flfty-fonr teachers, at salaries of an average of flfty-nine dollars 
each. 

We will need, inaddltion to the four mill tax, at least four 
thousand dollars to pay teachers, which deficit we, as yet, know 
not how to supply. 

As the Honorable State Superintendent has said in regard to 
the law, we find it very imperfect and difficult of a faithful ex- 
ecution. 

It can only successfully be carried out where the officers con- 
nected with it, such as the Board of School Directors and Su- 
pervisors, County Treasurer and Superintendent, harmoiiize in 
their sentiments and their construction of the law. By re- 
fhsing to concur, and appealing to the courts to settle the law, 
these several parties, mutually have the power to practically 
veto each others acts, which event, whenever it occurs, causes 
an immediate suspension of the execution of the law. 

But in this county, so far, I have the honor to say, that by a 
few mutal concessions, we have been able to agree, and the in- 
tention of the law has been most successfully carried out 

I would furthermore say, as County Superintendent, no mat- 
ter what may be the politics of this county, I will undertake to 
carry it for the free public school system by a vast majority. 

In my humble opinion, a uniform schedule of books for the 
State would conduce to the interest of the cause of education. 

The method of paj-ing the County Superintendent, and the 
salaries and contingent expenses of the Board of School 
Directors, out of county funds — that is, in county warrants — 
renders their pay precarious, and uncertain in amount. 

Some of the counties are largely in debt, and heavily taxed, 
and their warrants are almost worthless, and in those counties 
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the Boards of Scliool Directors find it difficult to get Bervices 
rendered, such as printing, etc. 

J. B. Gladnev, 
County Superintendent 
Tupelo, Feb. 23d, 1871. 



LAUDERDALE COUNTY. 

The public free schools of this county went into operation 
regulariy on the 1st of January, 1871, but a few private schools 
were converted into free schools in 1870. * * 

* * As to the school lands, fraud is more or 

less involved in every transfer which has been made of the 
sixteenth sections. It is impossible to tell just to what extent 
the county has been swindled. Mismanagement, neglect, and 
rascality mark nearly all these transactions under the old 
regime. 

Bailor Palmek. 
County Superintendent 
Meridian, Jan. 16th, 1871. 



MARSHALL COUNTY. 

We have in this county about sixty schools in operation, 
and some eighty teachers employed; of these, about forty-five 
are white schools, and with three or four exceptions, the teach- 
ers are all white. We have located over one hundred 
schools, which will all be in operation as soon as the bouses 
are completed; probably about the middle of April. All the 
private schools in this county, and there were a great many, 
are now, with one exception (the Catholic Female School in 
this place), merged into free schools, and, in most cases, are 
conducted by the same teachers. The Board of School Direct- 
ors, owing to the taxes being so high, only made an estimate 
for five months school for this year. They are, however, look- 
ing for an appropriation from the State sullicient to run the 
schools two or three months longer. Aftec this year, however, 
the houses being mostly built, they will ask for a tax sufficient 
to carry on the schools ten months each year. We have a good 



working Board here, and the people are generally kindly dis- 
posed toward the free school system, and what little prejudice 
there was, is rapidly wearing away. I have examined about 
one hundred and fifty applicants for certificates, and have 
granted one hundred and twenty-eight. Of this number, 
fourteen were First Grade, forty-one Second Grade, and the 
balance Third Grade. lam making arrangements for a Teach- 
ers' Institute about the last of April, 

Owing to the short time we had to work in during the year 
1870, I am unable to make but a meagre report 

I trust, however, my report for 1871 will compare favorably 
with any county in the State. 

L. C. Abbott, 
County Superintendent 

Holly Speinqs, Feb. 10th, 1871. 



MONEOE COUNTY. 

No schools under the free school system were started in the 
county of Monroe before January 2, 1871. Therefore many 
of the questions asked on the preceding pages cannot be an- 
swered. 

The number of schools required in the school district of 
Monroe county to accommodate thechildrenof school age, will 
be about seventy-five. Sixty teachers are duly employed in the 
schools of the county at the date of this writing. 

The salaries of teachers, as fixed upon by the Board of School 
Directors, are as follows: 

First Grade teachers, to be arranged with eacli teacher; no 
special fixed salary. 

For Second Grade teachers, $75 per month. 

For Third Grade teachers, <50 per month. 

The Board of School Directors have purchased one building 
for graded school in Aberdeen, for $6,120; one at Smithville, at 
1400, and have built twenty-four school houses at an aggregate 
cost of 110,000. Many of the school houses have also been 
well furnished and made comfortable for both teachers and 
scholars. 

The amount of Teachers' Fund asked for to operate the 
schools in the county is $1,983. 
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The amoDnt for Bnilding Food, inclnding fumitare, school 
apparatus, eto^ $11,300. 

I woold respectfully suggest, that after tiie ecboola are in- 
augurated, and under way, the Board of School Directors 
might be dispensed with, and the county saved the expense, 
which is considerable. 

Bespectfully, 

Alleh p. Hugoins, 
County Superintendent. 
MoHBOE CocDTT, Marcli, 1871. 



NESHOBA COUNTY. 

The scholastic year was so far advanced before the Board of 
School Directors for the county could be oi^anized, that it was 
impossible to get the school law into practical operation during 
the year. Their oiganization-took place on the 34th of Decem- 
ber, at which time the district was temporarily divided into 
five sub-districts, corresponding with the old beat boundaries 
and numbers, and such other action taken by the Board as 
they deemed it expedient to take in order to get the law into 
operation at an early day. No public school was oiganized 
during the year, and I had no means of obtaining in so short a 
period any definite information in relation to the private 
schools of the county. 1 have heretofore' informed the State 
Board of Education that the school lands of the county, known 
as the Sixteenth Section lands, were nearly all disposed of by 
lease or otherwise many years ago, and that the proceeds 
arising from the leasing of the same have been so managed, 
both during and since the war, that they are at this time almost 
entirely worthless; so much so, that it has been deemed inex- 
pedient to expend anything in trying to collect them, and, up 
to this time, no suite have been instituted for their collection. 
The unsettled condition of the judiciary was such that no fines 
were entered during the year, and no revenue has been raised 
by the granting of licenses of any kind. There are no other 
tanda belonging to the school fund of the county that have yet 
come to my knowledge, and we are wholly dependent upon 
taxation for putting our school laws into operation. The ex- 
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penditures during the year have been very amalt, but amaU bb 
they are, we have no means at our commandout of which to 
meet and satisfy them. There were but two applicants for 
examination during the year, both of whom received cer- 
tificates. Respectfully, etc., 

A. J. COOFEB, 

February 25th, 1871. County Superinteudent 



^ OKTIBBEHA COUNTY. 

The Board of School Directors was organized 28th of No- 
vember last. Many years ago the county was divided into five 
Police or Supervisor's Districts. The exact boundary lines of 
these were well known to our citizens. The Board of School 
Directors, therefore, thought it expedient to recognize the 
same local divisions in the establishment of snb-school dis- 
tricts. In accordance with this arrangement the county is 
divided into five sub school districts. 

Early in January last public schools were organized in each 
sub-district. Petitions, complying with the requitementa of 
the school law, have also been presented to the Board by the 
citizens, and an additional number of schools have been estab- 
lished in the sub-districts. There are now forty schools in 
successful operation, and a number of petitions for the allow- 
ance of more are on hand awaiting further consideration. 

The number of pupils in the schools already established will 
vary from 27 to 125. Of the 40 schools, 24 are white and 16 
colored. The number of white teachcra is 38; — 26 males and 
12 females. The number colored teachers is 5; — 4 male and 1 
female. 

The number of scholars now attending the public schools 
far exceed that in attendance at our private schools during 
any period of our past history. 

Our Board of Supervisors have levied a tax of iive mills on 
the dollar for a school house fund. This will be more than 
aufCcicnt to meet all the expenses connected witli the purchase 
and rental of school sites and buildings. Many of our citizens 
liave manifested a deep interest in the cause of public educa- 
tion ; some by donating lands for school sites, and others by 
repairing or constructing suitable edifices. The Board of Di- 
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rectors have made liberal contributions to the citizens who 
have solicited assistance in the erection of school houses. 

Our Board of Supervisors have also levied a tax of five mills 
on the dollar for teachers' salaries. This, although the high- 
est limit allowed by the school law, will not raise a fund suf- 
ficent to employ teachers for all the schools that might be re- 
quired io the county. The number of children in the county 
within the ages of 5 and 21 years, is 6,516 : 

Whites, males .... 1,296 Females .... 1,234 .... 2,530 
Colored, males. . .1,953 Females 2,033 3,986 

The tax that has been levied for teachers' fund, should it 
all be collected, will amount, in the aggregate, to about $9,500. 
The Ainds arising trom the sale of Sixteenth Section lands 
have, in some instances, been lost. The Board have on hand 
old claims to the amount of $18,738 73, This amountdoes not 
embrace the interest on the notes. It is thought that more 
than one-half of the above amount can be realized. The 
Board of School Directors are, however, making a vigorous 
effort to collect every dollar that is due on the notes in their 



At the time of the organization of the Board, we anticipated 
some difficulty in securing competent teachers for our colored 
schools, but in this respect we have been agreeably disap-j 
pointed. Ladies and gentlemen, belonging to the most intelli- ' 
gent and respectable families in the county, have presented 
themselves as teachers. 

We now anticipate no difficulty in organizing and carrying 
forward the public schools, except the scarcity of money. 
There is a uniform desire on the part of our citizens to enjoy 
the advantages of the schools. 1 do not know of a private or 
independent school in the county. 

The aggregate amount of school funds on outstanding 
claims is |1«,738 73. 



In reference to the above amount we would state that the 
same is made without calculating the interest on the notes ; we 
would ftirther state that we consider onehalf of the above 
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amount secured by very doubtful paper, and in a manner 
worthless. 

Mm.DKON & Nabe, 
Attorneys, 
March 20. 1871. 

David Presbly, 
County Superintendent. 
Stabktille, March 27, 1871. 



PANOLA COUNTY. 

The School Board of Directors was not appointed until late 
in the year, their first meeting being held on the fifth of De- 
cember, and no school (public) opened during that year—our 
first teachers' contract is dated the third^of January, 1871. In 
my statistics of private schools, I have been somewhat troubled 
to ascertain the exact number, as many had not opened, waiting 
to take advantage of the public school system, while others 
were but thinly attended for the same and other causes; and in 
general, it vraa impossible to accurately grade them, though it 
might be said that the principal number were of low grade — 
Primary or Second Grade Grammar. 

With regard to the school fund, all now in the hands of the 
County Treasurer, which is found under the head of "Interest 
on Chickasaw Fnnd," is simply that accumulated from year to 
year and unexpended; which, with some $25,000 in hands of 
State .Treasurer, constitutes the means at the disposal of the 
School Directors. 

But one "Sixteeenth Section," is owned in the county, which 
lying in the edge of Coldwater bottom and wild land, I have 
estimated at its full value — $3,000. 

I would add that in some private loans the interest accuma- 
lated and unpaid, would Increase our means by several thou- 
sand dollars. 

Having on December 31st, no schools under our supervision, 
I think that nothing farther can be added to this report. 

C- A. Benjauin, 
County Superintendent. 

Panola, Jan. 30, 1871. 
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PRENTISS COUNTT. 

The Board of Directors at their first meeting, on the twenty- 
sixth of KoTeifiber, determined that it would be best to have 
the schools begin in the early part of 1871. ***** 

We sub-districted our county but a short time since, and 
therefore the statistics required in this report with regard to 
them are not given. * * • • • * * 

It is the intention of our Board to employ the Tax Assessor 
to get up the necessary statistics, as it would save much ex- 
pease to the county. 

The statistics with regard to the school fund belonging to 
the [county cannot be given at this time, this being a new 
county, and the fund not yet having been distributed. There 
are in the hands of thetold County Treasurer of Tishomingo 
county, notes amounting to about forty thousand dollars. It 
is thought that fifteen thousand of these are worthless. The 
distribution of/this fund has been postponed on account of 
not having the proper data- upon which to make a settlement. 

With judicious management, I think the school system can 
be made a success in this county. Our Board thought it best 
to act cautiously at first. They levied no tax for school houses, 
thinking that too heavy a tax at first might endanger the S3's- 
tcm, and that there were, perhaps, houses enough in the county 
already for school purposes. We establish schools only upon 
petition, but claim the right to refuse two schools when they 
can he consolidated into one. 

Our great weakness is in the teachers. Few of them — in- 
deed, I may say none of thom— come up to my standard of 
what a teacher ought to know. The bad management of the 
old system has run nearly all respectable teachers out of 
the profession; and, for fear some of the same acts and appli- 
ances may be administered to them imder the new, they are 
slow to enter the field again. 

We labor under another disadvantage which perhaps is not 
general. The ignorance among the people in the rural districts 
here is absolutely astounding. Indeed, in some localities they 
seem to need missionaries to teach them civilization more than 
school teachers. 

I know not what is needed in other portions of the State, 
but in this, we need Normal Schools, where teachers can get a 
thorough training. The teachers we have here, as a general 



52 

thing, have no general information; tliey read neither papers, 
magazines, nor anything else; they have a few superficial ideas 
of English grammar and arithmetic; they never, think of giv- 
ing a reason for anything in arithmetic; they pronounce En- 
glish horribly; in short, they are a set of ignoramuses, with few 
exceptions. It may be imagined that I don't give them a fair 
showing, by asking them "catch" questions, etc., but I am care- 
ful to ask them only such questions as are general. I use no 
book, and confine myself to no particular author, and continue 
the examination until I am thoroughly satisfied. 

Many of our good citizens have agreed" to teach colored 
schools, and, so far, we have had no difficulty in reconciling 
the black and white element. 

We have based our estimate of resources upon the supjKisi- 
tion that the Chickasaw Fund will be distributed as hereto- 
fore — only to the Chickasaw counties. If, however, this fund 
should be thrown into the general State fund, we have made 
a sad mistake in our calculations. Indeed, we are not disposed 
to see this fund thrown into the general State fund without a 
test of its legality before the judiciary. 

I would venture to express the opinion, that in order to make 
the present school system a success, a great deal of prudence 
is necessary In the outset. If the schools are a comparative 
failure the first year, it will induce a popular opposition which 
can never be overcome. It is my honest conviction, that unless 
some system of public education is kept on foot, the people 
will relapse into barbarism. 



Baldwtn, Jan. 27th, 1871. 



J. S. Thomfsoh, 
County Superintendent. 



PIKE COUNTY. 

As our schools here have only fairly commenced, I was in 
possession of no data, to fill many of the blanks contained in 
said report. I have devoted much time and attention to the 
laudable work of organizmg the system of common schools in 
the county, and have found the enterprise not entirely devoid 
of drawbacks and opposition. The system, being launched 



into existence at s time when a very large increase of the taxes 
was called for, and a time also of great financial depression, 
Tras not received by the public mind with that enthusiasm that 
would have attended it under more auspicious circumstances. 

By reference to page 10 of this report, you will see that there 
was once a large fund in this county belonging to the Common 
School Fund, but, through bad managemement and careless- 
ness on the part of officials, improper sureties, and various 
other causes, this large fund consists now, almost entirely, of 
notes that are either dead by the insolvency of the drawers 
or barred by the limitation of the statutes. 

A considerable portion of this fund had gotten into common 
county warrants, (the county having become in some past 
day the recipient of the money.) Thisoortion of the debt has 
been secured by receiving interest-bearing county warrants, 
which was the best that could be done, as the county is largely 
in arrears and is much in debt to its citizens. 

There are claims, in the shape of old tuition warrants, 
amounting thus far to several hundred dollars, that have been 
audited and allowed out of the proceeds of the old fund. These 
claims should long since have been paid out of the old school 
fund of the county, but the business of the fund being entirely 
suspended, these claims were considered valueless. 

I would further beg leave to say that my efforts to organize 
the schools in the county have been warmly seconded, both by 
the School Board and the Board of Supervisors, and the sys- 
tem has been organized with less of oppositiou than could have 
been anticipated. 

Your Superintendent would respectfully make the following 
recommendation : 

That portion of the revenue law which compels the Tax Col- 
lector to send the amount paid in for polls up to Jackson, 
there to await the slow process otpro rata distribution, is inim- 
ical to the educational interests of the State. Immediate 
material aid now is .what our schools require, and a modifica- 
tion of the law that would carry the poll taxes directly to the 
County Treasury, there to be instantly available in furthering 
the ends of education, would be far more satisfactory to the 
people of the county. 

There are at this time forty-five schools in operation in this, 
county. The white schools are all supplied with teachers, but 
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we need a few more teachers for colored schools. The salaries 
paid to teachers are from |30 to $100 per month. The aven^ 
is about $60 per month. Onr meana will probably enable us to 
run the schools five mooths, and longer, provided the taxes are 
all collected. 

But a small portion of the poll tax has been collected tip to 
this time, therefore I have not entered any amount under that 
head in this report There are about 2,000 polls in the 
county, and the tax being $2 per poll, the sum total will be 
about $4,000. The probability is, however, that the full 
amount will not be collected. 

I would recommend the abolishing of County School Boards, 
as they incur a useless expense. I think that legislation 
authorizing County Superintendents to appoint local Boards of 
School Trustees In each sub-school district would be far 
better. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. J. FSRSELL, 

County Superintendent. 
April Ist, 1871. 



PONTOTOC COUNTY. 

1 herewith transmit to you a partial report touching the sub- 
ject inquired of concerning common schools, etc. 1 make as 
complete a statement as could be obtained under the circum- 
stances. In reference to the Chickasaw School Land Fund 
and Sixteenth Section, you are aware that the State borrowed 
the funds and loaned them to certain railroads, and pays to 
the counties the interest due on the same in her bonds, of 
which amount there was due this county, as the Treasurer was 
informed by the Auditor in Jackson, about $1,500 previous to 
January, 1871. 

The amount of school fund in the hands of the Treasurer of 
this county is near $15,000, as will appear by reference to my 
report. That fund is a vested interest in Pontotoc county, as 
will appear by Act of 1850. We do not consider it as belong- 
ing to any class of funds raised by Act of 1870, but to be the 
private fund of this county for school purposes, the interest of 
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which will go in common with the other f^nds for the educa- 
tion of the children of this county. This is the opinion of our 
people, official and non-official 

The ejstem is yet untried, and I do not feel disposed to offer 
but a single suggeBtion, and that is in reference to the Board of 
Directors. I think it a. most needless expense, and every 
duty they are required to perform might be performed more 
efficiently by the County Superintendent. 

There are 51 public scbools in operation, with 57 teachers. 
R. W. Flodbnoy, 

Feb. let, 1871. County Superintendent 



SCOTT COUNTY. 

* * * Ie 1865 there was a school ftind arising from 
sales of Sixteenth Section lands and swamp lands, licenses, 
etc., of 925,000 or $30,000, loaned out indiscriminately, taking 
as collateral mortgages on negroes and lands at three or four 
times its real value. Many notes were compromised by Board 
of Police for one-half, one-third and one-fourth the amount 
when much more might have been made. 

In 1865 the county finding it had not sufficient funds to 
finish paying for the building of a court house and Jail at For- 
est, ordered $2,030 to be paid out of school funds, which was 
done, and no collateral remains in treasury to account for it. 

I would suggest the utter impracticability and unnecessary ex- 
pense of School Directors In this county, as their Inexperience 
only Impedes the progress of organization. 

I would also ask the consideration of the Inadequate com- 
pensation allowed the County Superintendent. This coijnty 
being sparsely settled, much travel must be done at a dally 
outlay of three or four dollars,- which leaves little or nothing 
remaining. 

Geo. E. Has IX, 

Jan. 20, 1871. County Superintendent 



SMITH COUNTY. 

Owing to the fact that there was no School Directors ap- 
pointed in the county for the year 1870, we had ho public 



schools ; therefore, I have nothing to report under that head. 
There was a few private schools taught during the year, but 
without any regular system, with a few exceptions. 

I think WG will be able to organize about fifty public schools 
in the county the present year, about ten of which will be col- 
ored. 

* • * The school funds in this county have been 
nearly ail squandered. The Sixteenth Sections have all been 
sold or leased, with a very few exceptions, and some of the 
parties holding the books and papers have either died or emi- 
grated. Some notes have passed the limitation, others are ap- 
proaching near. Some of the Sixteenth Section lands can be 
obtained by a compromise, and, also, some loans .can be saved 
by a compromise, if it would be legal for the Board of Direct- 
ors to do so. 

The submerged lands have all been taken, but there are 
doubts as to the legality. 

D, H. Thompson, 

Baleioh, March 4th, 1871. County Superintendent. 



TISHOMINGO COUNTY. 

There are 24 schools in operation in this county — 20 male 
teachers and 4 female. The average attendance is low ; iiot 
able to say how many. The extremes are from 8 to 72. None ■ 
are colored. The teachers are generally deficient in education, 
and know but little of the theory and practice of teaching. Moral 
qualifications good, with a single exception of occasional ine- 
brionce in one best educated, most experienced and most success- 
ful teacher. The people are generally opposed to the system, 
not intelligently, but ignorantly opposed; thinking it an op- 
pressive, burdensome, grinding, complex, tax- manufacturing 
machine, " conceived in sin and begotten in iniquity," in the 
language of one of its most eloquent opponents. This feeling 
is generally prevalent, so much so, that a public meeting was 
called for last Monday at the court room, and a series of reso- 
lutions adopted condenming the system, and asking the Legis- 
lature to repeal it. The accompanying petition was signed by 
nearly all present, among them the editor of our paper and the 
leoal fraternity and other leading influential citizens of the 
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coimty. The petition and reaolntions were ordered to be sent 
to our Senator, Col J. M. Stone, at Jackson, for presentatioa 
to the Legislature. Time, truth, and a correct conception of 
the inestimable blesBtngs of an improved system of public 
schools will, sooner or later, convince them of their error, and 
when convinced, the same signers of that petition will become 
the warmest defenders of the system. 

It is true there are many errors, many deficiences, and some 
inconsistency aiid obscurity in the law that need etpunging, 
amending, revising and elucidating ; but this was to be ex- 
pected. In man there is not perfection. New measures, new 
systems reqaire modificationa. 

The School Directors are not always the best judges of text- 
books and teachers, etc. The Board of this county, however, 
is fortunately composed of good men — conscientious, upright 
men — possibly lacking in experience zeal and devotion, but 
time will improve them. The current of opposition has swept 
over the county, carrying nearly all opposers in its wild angry 
Soods. 

Our Board has not travelled over sunny paths, nor rested in 
flowery woods, inhaling their odoriferous sweets ; their couches 
have not been beds of roses ; the ignorance and prejudices of 
the people have made their path a thorny one. There are 
1,672 adults in the county who cannot write, and 1,203 that 
cannot read. * 

I snggest a very desirable amendment, and one very easily 
made without detriment to any one. The addition of a sec- 
tion permitting pupils of one county to attend school in 
another when most convenient, and that school is notcrowded_ 

I suggest a penalty for not collecting fines, also a more cer- 
tain mode of prompt collection of school revenue. I believe 
that one connty, or corporation of three thousand inhabitants, 
should constitute a school district. If School Boards are to 
be continued, they should be appointed by the County Super- 
intendent, and that he should be appointed by the State Super- 
intendent. That there should be but one head in the State, and 
but one head in the county, and there should be greater 
acquirements in those selected for County Superintendents. 
The success of the system depends upon the County iSuperin- 
.tendents and the teachers. The County Superintendent should 
not be elected by the people, nor should the School Dtrectors. , 



Both ehould be appointed under wise regulations. * * * 

* * * It is the interest of all mankind 
to educate. It is the duty of the State to see that all the chil- 
dreii in it are educated. It is more economical to prevent 
crime than to support it. Millions have been expended on 
prisons and jails, vheu thousands vould have educated their 
inmates and prevented their incarceration. "An ounce of pre- 
ventive is worth more than a pound of cure." Education is 
the preventive, prisons are the cure. 

I believe the school law should be distributed in every 
county, that each citizen may understand it. A thorough 
knowledge of it would remove opposition. A few misin- 
formed, evil designing men influence great numbers in this 
county. I am in favor of a uniform system of free schools, 
uniform text-books, and the best of home teachers. • 

* * * I suggest an important amend- 
ment, to-wit: That teachers be required to attend Normal 
Schools, either in their own county or elsewhere, at least 
two weeks in one year, if not four, and that no one 
be employed to teach who does not attend, unless prevented by 
aufiScient reasons. The employing power should be instructed 
by law not to employ unless the applicant has attended a Nor- 
mal School or Teachers' Institute. I also suggest that at pres- 
ent the State should not undertake to create a school fund except 
for present use ; that hereafter, in five or ten years, or later, 
that it creates a fund sufficiently large to educate every child 
in it, and then compel the parent to send his children to the 
schools ; that, at some time In the future, no man be permitted 
to exercise the right of sudrage that cannot read and write. I 
am not in favor of a compulsory law at present, but twenty 
years hence, so far, at least, as exercising the right of su^age. 
I further recommend that the State or county provide books 
for all who cannot buy them. It is w^^ong that any one shall 
be deprived of education for lack of books. I am proposing 
in the county to supply all books myself individually to those 
who are wholly incompetent to buy them. 

J. M. D. Miller, 

County Superintendent. 
February 1, 1871. 
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TUNICA COUNTY. 

• • * • There lias not been during 

the past year any schools in operation, either private or pub- 
lic. The people seemed to be waiting ou the State Govern- 
ment, but we expect soon to have eleven auhools in operation. 
There are two already started, and others will be as soon as 
suitable buildings can be had. 

C. W. Dhnawat, 
County Superiutendent. 
AnsTiN, January 13, 1871. 



TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY. 

The enumeration of the educable children in the county has 
not been completed, and the number reported is consequently 
an estimate. The facts on which it is based are reliable, and 
the exact figures will not vary materially. 

School sites have been donated for all the public schools, but 
as deeds have not yet been made and recorded, I have omitted 
them in this report. 

The Board of School Directors has decided that wherever 
communities will build their own school houses and properly 
furnish them, no school bouse tax shall be levied. No build- 
ings bave, therefore, been erected by the Board. I will recom- 
mend that an estimate be furnished the Board of Supervisors 
for a Hufflcient amount to properly furnish the school 
houses, as none of them are provided with wall maps, and but 
few with necessary blackboards and desks. 

The item of school lands, and in facf the various items of 
" finances," are approximated, as it is quite impossible to ob- 
tain the exact figures until all the (acts have been elicited by a 
resort to the courts. I have based the statements on the most 
intelligent and reliable information available, and have di'awn 
freely from notes made in connection with the census of the 
past year. 1 have not availed myself of the assessment rolls 
in the items of the value of taxable property, as I consider the 
rolls imperfect and unreliable. 

This report is made to include the 28th day of February 
last, as my appointment was not received until late in the 



month of December, and the Board of School Directors was 
not appointed until the last Wednesday in that month. 

The Board of Supervisors accepted my suggestions, and the 
gentlemen selected have Justified my expectations. 

I would specially commend the energy and devotion of Maj. 
L. D. Vincent, Col. W. B. Avery and W. J. Owens. 

These gentlemen have ably seconded my endeavors, and the 
most perfect harmony has prevailed in all our deliberations. 

I regret to say that the fourth district is at present unrep- 
resented, the member appointed having removed from the 
county, and the Board of .Supervisors having failed to appoint 
a successor. 

The condition of the roads in and to the fourth and fifth dis- 
tricts being such as to render communications difiScult and 
dangerous, has prevented the establishment of schools as 
rapidly as in other districts. Tho^ localities will, however, 
receive prompt attention. 

Prominent amongst the difficulties we have been called upon 
to encounter, is the fierce opposition of the white people to 
paying taxes for the establishment and support of colored 
schools, for "ruining and demoralizing the negro." 

This prejudice, bitter and uncompromising, has deterred 
many applicants for certificates from accepting colored schools. 

The party recently appointedto the office of Treasurer of the 
county, is tnown as an open and uncompromising enemy of 
public schools, and he has informed applicants for certificates 
that they would not be paid, as there was no money in the 
Treasury, and that the tax levied for "Teachers' Fund," 
would be paid in depreciated county paper. I have endeavored 
to counteract the baleful influence of this report by assuring 
the teachers that they would be paid in currency, as I know 
that this fund was being collected in currency — that county 
warrants were peremptorily refused by the Tax Collector. 
That officer has, however, informed the chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee of our Board, that he would turn in countj' 
paper for tliia fund, as the decision of the Attorney General 
authorized him to do so and protected him in doing so. This 
movement will virtually close every public school in the 
county, as our scheol warrants drawn against an empty 
Treasury will'not be worth twenty -five cents on the dollar. 
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The Circuit Clerk recently appointed, IB in perfect harmony 
with the Treasurer, and hiB undisguised opposition has been 
so distinctly defined as to render his presence as Secretary of 
our Board particularly obnoxious. 

The position of these several parties compel me to notice 
them officially. I have recorded my protest against their 
apppinttnent, I regret to say, unavailingly. 

W. Stanley, 
County Superintendent. 

Harbison Station, February 28th; 1871. 



UNION COUNTY. 

* • • • I desire to make the following suggestions: 
I think the minimum of school age should be six years, 
instead of five, inasmuch as children of five years of age can 
not reach school houses at the distance many of them will 
have to travel — especially iu sparsely populated districts, be- 
sides, as a general thing, I do not believe their minds are suffi- 
ciently developed, and consequently waste of time and money. 
Whilst I would fix the maximum limit of age at twenty-one, as 
a basis of school age, etc., yet, I desire to see all ages have ac- 
cess to tht^schoo Is— without money and without price. Many 
— very many — black and white desire an education and are taxed 
to build up these schools, and an education is worth as much 
to them, as to those that are younger. And iu some counties 
I hear that they are even excluded from the schools, although 
they propose to pay their own tuition. The tax should be in- 
creased until a school of ten months in every year can be kept 
up, for a school of five months is not sufficient. I cannot say 
whether the' law makes it discretionary with the Board to levy 
the ten mills for school houses, but I think wherever the pop- 
ulation, land, etc., settle the point beyond a doubt that a school 
house ought to be located, then, it seems to me, it should not be 
discretionary, but an absolute duty to levy the tax and build the 
house. Yet the people in many countien (among them Union) 
can not meet such taxes the present year, but by prospective 
taxation they can and will do so. I fear, in some instances, 
the people nwy beoome disgusted with the sohool system by 
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excessive and unnecessary taxation, and this is just vfaat the 
opponents of the measue greatly desire to see, in order to make 
political capital ont of it The system of public schools has 
merits of its own to sustain it when better matured, but cer- 
tainly needs to be fostered for the present 

The Bible should be made a text-book. If the Boards have 
the authority to say that history shall be taught as a source of 
experience, why not the Bible? If we require teachers to 
possess a good standard of morality, why not study the code at 
once? He who reads it most, is very apt to practice it most; 
and he who does both. Is the best citizen. Judges, juries, and 
sheriffs and sub-ofiScers, are of no avail, when the Book in 
which we find a way bill from earth to Heaven, our duty first to 
God andthento our neighbors, is neglected. Train up a child 
in the way he should go, and when old he will not depart irova 
it The Ten Commandments proclaimed amid the thunders of 
Sinai are in it, yet, how many live, die and pass away without 
reading them? Verily, if we know not our duty, are we likely 
to do it? Show me a Bible reading man, and I will show the 
world a God-fearing man. If you would abate crime, apply the 
remedy — ^the Bible. Dig down deep amid the rubbish and lay 
the foundation well, and then the superstructure will be the' 
better of it It is in this Book that we find the two laws upon 
which hang all the law and the prophets. 

The question is often asked: " Can I send my son or daughter 
into another county free of tuition, or if I pay in that county 
for tuition, can I not get credit for it on my taxes." If 
allowed to do that, the buUding up of good schools in every 
county wiil be greatlyretarded. As the schools in one county 
would increase at the expense of those in another. 

The salaries of County Superintendents should be stipulated 
by the year, instead of per diem, as the number of hours which 
constitute a day, ia subject to diversity of opinion and great 
abuse. 

J. S. JoHxa, 
County Superintendent 
Nkw Albakt, February 24th, 1871. 



Digitized t, Google 



WAEREN COUNTY. 

The schools of Warren county, (public,) under the present 
school law, were put into operation on the first day of Decem- 
ber, 1870, although it cannot be said that they were in work- 
ing order until the first day of January, 1871. The School 
Directors appointed by the Supervisors, were Dickerson Watts, 
J. S. Alexander, C. Alleson, J. Barrow, H. Cowan, W. S. Haz- 
zard. We proceeded as early as we could to sub-district the 
county and oi^nize the schools. Judge A. Burwell was em- 
ployed as attorney for the public schools to investigate pres- 
ent condition of school claims and lands, but he proved to be 
an unfortunate selection, and gave little or no attention to his 
duties, t have devoted much time and study to the matter 
but must say with but little result. In some instances, no 
record was even made of transfers of school lands, and when 
made are as likely to be wrong as right. Up to this time I 
have but little information sufficiently positive to base legal 
proceedings on. I hope, however, that by constant labor be- 
fore long to clear up some, if not all of these school claims. 
From what 1 have been able to learn, however, I am of the 
opinion that almost all the school lands of this county will be- 
come school property again, as few of the present claimants or 
occupants have any just or legal rights to their possession. 

It will be seen that there are in this county, outside the 
limits of the city of Vicksburg, 4,287 educable children. From 
the best Information I have been able to obtain only about 498 
of this large number attend school, and even these irregularly, 
and made but little progress. These were private schools. 
The number of teachers employed in these schools I could not 
positively ascertain. Nearly all the general statistics in this 
must be left blank, and all of the financial statistics, because 
no record, that I can hear of, has been kept of the educational 
matters of this county for 1870. Any reliable information I 
have now would, I think, belong more properly to the report 
for 1871, which I hope to make fiill and complete. 

CITT OF TICESBUB6. 

I report that the public schools of this city were commenced 
on the first day of December, 1870, and were at first but poorly 
attended, but now, I am glad to say, are crowded. We com- 



tnenced with the following gentlemen, eleoted by the Board of 
Aldermen of Vieksburg, as School Directors: Henry Esayers, 
P. Spengler, W. J. Miller, A. Burwell, Geo. W. Walton, and 
Angu8tUB Newton, Jr. After a considerable delay and much 
trouble, we succeeded in obtaining the old school property, 
which the old Board of Trustees claimed was not the property 
of the new Board under the late school law, but they finally 
transferred it to us, (some $10,000 worth of property, at least, 
and nearly |6,000 in money, ) with which we have up to this time 
supported the schools of this city, now four in number, and 
employing seventeen teachers. I hope to be able to make the 
report of the public schools of Vlcksburg both tuU and com- 
plete for 1871. 

M. S. Hasiz, 
County Superintendent 
January, 1S71. 



YAZOO COUNTY. 

The Superintendent of Public Education for this county, 
found, on entering on the discharge of his duties in September 
last, a district without funds, with which to aid him in the re- 
sponsible position assigned to him. He had nothing with 
which he could pay teachers or build school houses. He be- 
gan therefore with empty hands, yet, he believes that a basis 
has been laid upon which it may safely be asserted that a sys- 
tem will be erected, which will surely give to any child in the 
county in coming years, a sound English education. Native 
teachers have been found for white children so far, but a great 
need is felt for teachers for colored children, and this want 
must in some way bej)rovided for. He begs leave, respectfully, 
to call attention to this bianch of the school question, in the 
hope that some efTectual plan may be found to give relief, 
FBTEit B. Bailet, 
County Superintendent. 

Janaary 28th, 1871. 



^y>..T(_IUyiC 



YALOBUSHA COUNTY. 

The County Superintendent of this, Yalobusha county, did 
not receive hia appointment until the 11th of December, 1870. 
The Board of School Directors of said county was organized 
on the 19th of December, 1870. Consequently, there were no 
schools under the free or public system in operation in the 
year 1870. January 2nd, 1871, six schools commenced. At 
this date, February 9th, 1871, there are in operation under the 
free system, forty-one schools in ■ this county. We find it 
impossible to get at a correct estimate of the " Common School 
Fund." The ante bellum claims are in such a fix that but little 
will be realized from them. Bankruptcy, death and emigra- 
tion, has destroyed all hopes of getting the most of them. 
Many of the papers are either destroyed or mislaid. Some 
thirty-six thousand dollars of this fund was invested in the 
Mississippi Central Railroad stock, some twelve or fifteen years 
ago. The " Sixteenth Section Fund" is in a very bad condi- 
tion, 80 much BO, that nothing approaching accuracy can be 
stated; its condition is now being thoroughly investigated by 
the Board of Directors. 

Sau'l B. Bkown, 
County Superintendent. 

February 9th, 1871. 



SUMMARY STATEMENT OF RESULTS. 

It is apparent from the foregoing extracts, that the county 
school officers have been unable to furnish the general and 
llnancial statistics required, with any degree of exactness. I 
sliall notv therefore, attempt to give you in this report a statis- 
tical statement in tabular fonn, as is customary' in reports of 
this character, but simply present a general summary of results 
based upon such data as I have been able to obtain. 

There are at present about three thousand free public schools 
in active operation throughout the State, and constantly 
increasing in numbers, with about eightj' thousand pupils'in 
regular attendance, under the tuition of between three and 
four thousand teachers, nearly all of whicli have been estab- 
lished since >Jaiiuar\' 1st, 1871. 
P— 6 
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'The uumber of school buildings erected, or purchased at 
pubic expense, in the aixty-aeven counties of the State, is less 
than one hundred. Over five hundred school sites have been 
donated by private individuals. About two hundred houses 
constructed of logs, have been built by private subscriptions. 
A large number of church buildings are being used for school 
purposes,' the use of which, with but few exceptions, is donated 
by the various Protestant churches, and in the excepted cases 
only a nominal rent is paid. 

The average expense for conducting these schools, including 
teachers' salaries, rents, and contingent expenses is about, fifty- 
six dollars per mouth for each school. 

The expenditures of tlie public fUnds for schopl furniture 
and apparatus will not exceed an average of eight dollars to 
each school. 

The average special county tax levied for school purposes, 
including the Teachers' Fund and School House Fund will not 
exceed four and one-half mills on tlie dollar of the taxable 
property. 

I made it a special point to urge upon school officers the 
necessity of instituting a thorough investigation ' of the condi- 
tion of the school lands and funds in their several districts, and 
it affords me much pleasure to report that County Superintend- 
ents, have with but few exceptions, manifested a most commend- 
able zeal and earnestness in prosecuting tJiis investigation. 

It is a matter of no ordinary magnitude, involving much pa- 
tient research — the examination of the laws, papers, records 
and transactions covering a period of fifty years and upward 

From the reports received up to date, I am able to present 
the following results. I will add iu this connection that these 
figures exhibit the results of a preliminary investigation only : 
Amount of loss in loons for want of proper security $61,660.00 

Amount of loss in rents of school lands 58,960.00 

Number of acres of school lands occupied for which 

uo rent has been paid 16,018 

Total amount of loss of school lands on account of 
neglect and want of proper management on the 
part of former school officers 402,729.00 

I am of the opinion that when full and complete returns are 
made of the amount of loss of the Sixteenth Section School 
Funds alone, to say nothing of the Seminary Fund and the 
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Chickasaw Fund, will exceed one hillioh op dollabb abso- 
lutely squandered and irretrievably lost. 

It is a sad comment upon the manner in which the donation 
of lands by the General Government to the State for educa- 
tional purposes have been managed; when we reflect upon the 
fact that if this munificent gift had been fully appreciated and 
properly mantled, it would have afforded to-day a revenue suf- 
ficient to give every youth in the State a liberal education, free 
of cost. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

■The Board ofTrnsteea provided under an Act, entitled " Aa 
Act to provide for the immediate establishment of a Normal 
School," approved July 25th, 1870, met at the Capitol, His Ex- 
cellency, the Governor, presiding, and the Hon. James Lynch 
was elected Secretary, and the Hon. H. C. Blackman elected 
Treasurer. 

An executive committee was appointed, the State Superin- 
tendent of Public Education, Chairman, and the Hon. E. P. 
Hatch, Secretary, The committee were authorized to make 
arrangements with the Trustees of the Shaw University for the 
use of suitable rooms in the University Building, at Holly 
Springs, for the State Normal School, and to proceed without 
delay to organize said Normal School. The school was accord- 
ingly organized under Professor Garmui, as principal, and 
went into operation on the 15th of November, 1870. 

In accordance with the requirements of law, I issued the fol- 
lowing circular: 

Office Scperintendent Public Eddcation, 

Jackson, Miss., Nov. 24th, 1870. 

[ClHCnLAB.] 

Sib: In accordance with the requirements of law, as pro- 
vided in Section 7, of an Act entitled "An Act to provide for 
the immediate establishment of a Normal School," I have the 
honor to notify you that a Normal School has been established 
in the Shaw University, at Holly Springs, Mississippi, and is 
now prepared to receive students. 

The law provides, in Section 6 of the Act aforesaid, "That 
each Representative in the State shall be entitled to send one 
pupil, each term of twenty weeks; said pupil to be recommended 
by the Representative to the Board of Tmeteee. 



" The person thus recommended, shall be admitted free of 
tuition; Provided, The applicant shall he of good moral char- 
acter, and shall sustain a satisfactory examination, and sign a 
declaration of intention to follow the business of teaching 
common schools in this State, for at least a term of three 
years." 

You are respectfully requested to furnish the person upon 
whom you propose to confer the scholarship, with the follow- 
ing form of credentials; 

I hereby appoint A. B., to receive a scholarship, as provided 
by law, in the State Normal School, at Holly Springs, Missis- 
sippi. He (or she) is a person of good moral character, 

years of age, and is ready and willing to sign a declaration of 
intention to teach in the Public Schools of this State, for a 
period of not less than three years. 

(Signed) 

Representative County. 

The persons thus appointed will, without delay, present their 
credentials to the County Superintendent of Education, and be ' 
examined by him, as to their educational qualifications for 
admission. The Board of Trustees have adopted the following 
conditions for admission to the school: 

First — Male applicants must have attained the age of seven- 
teen years. Female applicants, fifteen years. 

Second — Evidence of good moral character. 

Third — Each applicant to undei^o a written examination, and 
answer correctly a certain per centum of a list of one hundred 
questions. The manuscript of examination, with credentials, 
to be forwarded by the County Superintendent of Education, to 
the Principal of the Normal School, and approved by him. 

The probable mininum expenses for a term of twenty weeks, 
exclusive of wearing apparel and traveling, will be about sixty 
dollars. 

The State appropriates to each student fifty cents- per week, 
amounting to ten dollars a term, leaving a balance of about 
fifty dollars, to be paid by the student 

It is recommended that the person appointed be apprised of 
the cost, and prepared to meet the necessary expenses. 

The Board of Trustees propose to carry out the full intent 
of the law, and make this school strictly a Normal institution. 



The course of study and instruction will be full and compre- 
hensive, and directed entirely with a view to secure a thorough 
training for the profession of teaching. 

H. R. Pease, 
Superintendent of Public Education. 

To the Hon 

Bepresentative of County, State of Mississippi. 

The school numbers at present fifty students, under the tui- 
tion of the very competent and efficient principal. Professor S. 
W. Garman. 

Permit me, in this connection, to call the attention of your 
honorable body to the importance of maintaining, by appro- 
priate legislation and adequate appropriations of the public 
funds, one or more Normal or training schools. 

A system of public education necessitates the maintaining 
of institutions of this character where the instructors to be 
employed in the public schools shall be educated and trained 
professionally for the work of teaching, at public expense. 

The history of all countries and States, where public educa- 
tion has attained the highest standard, attest the fact that Nor- 
mal Schools are indispensably necessary in sustaining a national 
or State system of education, and, indeed, it may be 
asserted that no public school system is complete without it. 

I respectfully recommend tJiat an additional Normal School 
be established at the Tugaloo University. 

I am informed that a bill has already passed the Senate pro- 
viding for the establishment of a school upon terms similar to 
those provided for the school at the Shaw University. 

CHANOES IH THE SCHOOL LAW. 

I respectfully call your attention to certain changes, or 
amendments, to the present school law, which, from my experi- 
ence and observation upon the working of the psH^ law, 
seem to be necessary to the public interests. The phraseology 
s lamentably ambiguous in many of its pro- 
I, and should be corrected. 

In section 25 the words " School Directors" should be added, 
so as to read " and signed by the President of the Board of 
School Directors," 

The first clause of section 32 should be amended by chang- 
tag the word "district" to '* county." It wonld then read: 
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"Bhall thereupon levy k tax upon the taxable property of the 
county." 

I also recommead that the law be so amended as to author- 
ize the Board of Directors to levy all taxes for educational 
purposes, and have the entire control and management of the 
common school interests of the county, save the general super- 
vision and control of schools and teachers, which should be 
left where the law now places it, under the control of the County 
Superintendent 

I further recommend that the law be so amended so as to de- 
fine the number of meetings to be held by the Board of Direc- 
tors during the year, (say, not to exceed four,) thus reducing 
the expense of conducting the county system against which so 
much complaint is made. 

And again, the law should be so amended as to provide 
for payment of actual traveling expenses of County Superin- 
tendents. His accounts to he submitted to the Board with 
the proper vouchers accompanied with his affidavit, that the 
traveling expenses were actually incurred in the legitimate dis- 
chai^e of his official duties. ,, 

Another important change should be made, that of changing 
the fiscal school year, making it commence on the first day of 
September, and end en the 31st day of August. 

From my experience frequent changes in a State system of 
education are unadvisahle, and are generally fraught with 
more injury than good, except when some radical defect in the 
law is perfectly apparent. It necessarily requires time to test the 
merits or demerits of any system. The interest of public edu- 
cation, above all other public interests, require permanency. 
The experience of those States where a practical system ob- 
tains, and the fewest changes have been made, exhibit the 
proof of this in statistical results. 

PUBLIC SENTIMENT. 

...The public sentiment was, at the outset, generally unfavora- 
ble toward free public schools, and the system met with strong 
opposition, growing out of deeply rooted partisan prejudice, 
and what was, if possible, a more serious obstacle, a general 
apathy or indifference on the part of a large and influential 
clasfi in every community. I am happy, however, to be 
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able to report that this apathy and opposition is gradually 
subeiding. 

There have been many instances of open and violent hostility, 
particularly in the eastern portion of the State. A large num- 
ber of schools have been broken up, and, in some instances ,' 
the teachers driven out of the country. 

Over tllirty^ buildings used for school purposes have been 
destroyed by mobs or burned by incendiaries. The following 
extract from an official report received at this office, will 
exhibit the character of hostility manifested in certain locali- 
ties of the State : 

* * * . * " Duty once more prompts 

me to inform yon what has transpired iu relation to the public 
schools of the county since my last communication upon this 
subject. There have i>een fQur school houses burned since my 
last report, two of which were used for white pupils and the 
other two for the colored children. 

" We do not know whether these outrages were committed by 
private parties or by the Ku Klux, The town of Louisville was 
visited a few nights ago by some thirty-six or seven disguised 
horsemen. They went to the residence of Mr. Fox, an honor- 
able and well known gentleman, who was engaged in teaching 
a public school, and forbade him fiirther complying with the 
contract made with the Board of Directors. They then went 
in search of one Peter Cooper, a colored man, employed in 
teaching a colored school, and failing to find his person, they 
sought revenge in destroying his property. They burned his 
trunk, together with the most of his clothing, also destroyed 
or carried off twenty-six dollars in money. They then called 
on two others, usiug the lash pretty fteely, theu departed to 
parts, to us, unknown. They have notified a good many ot 
the teachers to stop teaching public free schools in the county, 
some of whom have obeyed their command. There have been 
by burning and otherwise eleven public schools stopped in the 
county. TThey seem determined to break up all the schools in 
the county." 

Many instances of a simitar character in the eastern counties 
have been reported. I will state to your honorable body, in 
reply to your resolution requiring the location of the school 
buildings destroyed, that I am unable to report the exact loca- 
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tion, Eis the reports iVom which my statement is taken simply 

give the nmnbets, without giving the exact location. 

I have talien steps to secure this information, and will, if re- 
quired by competent authority, furnish the same, accompanied 
by affidavits setting forth the facts. I am of the opinion, how- 
ever, that the better class of people, the law-abiding citizens, 
do not endorse these outrages, still there attaches to them 
more or less responsibility and blame, in that, they do not 
arouse themselves to put down this lawlessness and bring the 
offenders to justice. 

The odious opposition and hostility toward the free public 
school system, is augmented and kept alive by a class of idle 
politicians and unscrupulous newspaper editors, whose acme of 
ambition seems to be to publish scurrilous railings against the 
present 'Republican administration, and constantly attack 
school ofi^cers with slanderous and libelous aspersions upon 
their integrity. 

CONCLUSION. 

Taking into consideration the short period of time the pres- 
ent school system has been in operation and the circumstances 
under which it was inaugurated, we can congratulale ourselves 
upon the success of this educational experiment, and as com- 
pared with other reconstructed States in the number of her free 
public schools. Mississippi places herself in the van. 

This report, as you are aware, has been prepared in 
haste, I could, therefore, pay but little regard to style or 
method of arrangement. The statistics given are necessarily in- 
definite. I shall, therefore, trust to your generosity to pardon 
the imperfections of this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. R. PEASE, 
fitate Superintendent of Public JSducation. 



STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

The State Board, of Education after having qualified as re- 
quired by law, held its first meeting July 15, 1870, at the Capitol. 
John C. Tucker was elected Secretary. The Board at once 
proceeded to the appointment of County Superintendents of 
Education, under the provisions of Joint Resolution "To pro- 
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vide for the appointment of Coiiutj' (JtiperiDtendents of Edu- 
cation during the adjournment of the Legislature." 

In the discharge of this important duty, the Board with a 
dueseDse of the grave respousibility of appointing ofScers to 
superintend the education of the youth of the State, have en- 
deavored in malcing these appointments to select such persons , 
as were best qualifieil to discharge the duties of this im- 
portant trust; having in view their moral and educational 
qualifications without regard to their religious belief or polit- 
ical opinions. The Board has experienced much difiQculty in 
finding men, in many counties of the State, whose qualifica- 
tions were up to the required standard, who were willing to &<•- 
cept the position and discharge the reponsible duties of the 
olflce for the meagre salary allowed by law. 

The Board was obliged in many cases to appoint persons 
who were pereonally unknown to us, relying upon the recom- 
mendations an^ representations made by persons most inter- 
ested in the educational atfairs of the county. We may, and 
undoubtedly have, in some instances, been deceived in the per- 
sons recommended, ^ut as a whole, they vrill compare favor- 
ably in point of earnestness and efilciency with any similar body 
of officers in any State of the Union. 

The Board are unable to submit a report embracing the items 
required in section 9 of the school law, for the want of time to 
make the necessary' investigations in order to furnish definite 
statistics. 

COMMON SCHOOL FUND. 

The amount of the Common School Fund in the State 
Treasury on the first of January, 1871. was $210,610 26. The 
Board have deemed it uuadvisable to m^ke an investment of 
this fund ill United States Bonds, as required by the Constitu- 
tion, for the reason that it consists of State warrants, and has, 
as stated by the Treasurer in his Annual Report, "by virtue 
of necessity become a loan to the State for the time being, 
owing to the margin between State Securities and United States 
Bonds." 

EXPENSES OF THE DEPAKTHEITr. 

Total esiieuscs for conducting the Educatioual Department, 
including salaries of officers, clerks, and office expenses for the 
year ending January 1st, 1871, $4,259 24. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

H. R. PEASE, 
President State Board of JSducation. 
Jno. C. Tockkr, 
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